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The General Conference of the United Methodist Church, in April 2000 adopted a resolution aimed at eliminating any potential for child abuse in the church.  The adopted resolution includes the following statements:

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes a child welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5)  Children are our present and our future, our hope, our teachers, our inspiration.  They are full participants in the life of the church and in the realm of God. 

God calls us to make our churches safe places, protecting children and other vulnerable persons from sexual and ritual abuse.  God calls us to create communities of faith where children and adults grow safe and strong.  (From the Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church. P. 384-386)

Thus, in covenant with all United Methodist congregations, the Tennille United Methodist Church adopts this policy for the prevention of child abuse in our church. 

Purpose

Our purpose for establishing this Child Abuse Prevention Policy and accompanying procedures is to demonstrate our commitment to the physical, emotional and spiritual safety of all the children and youth God has entrusted to our care.

Covenant Statement:

The Tennille United Methodist Church (TUMC) herby pledges to conduct the ministry of Jesus Christ in ways that assure the physical and emotional safety and spiritual growth of all of our children and youth as well as all of our workers with children and youth. We pledge to follow reasonable safety measures when selecting and recruiting workers, we will implement prudent operational procedures in all areas of programming and care, we will train our workers with children and youth on our procedures and policies, and we will have a clearly defined procedure that conforms to the requirements of Georgia law for reporting a suspected incident of abuse.  

Presently Tennille UMC provides on a regular basis only one Sunday School class for children and a nursery for children during worship services; however, in the hope of reaching a new generation, we will put into practice the following procedures whenever children or youth are present and under the supervision of our congregation. 

Staff Selection Guidelines: 

All paid and volunteer staff who directly supervise children and youth at TUMC will be:

· 18 years old

· At least 5 years older than the oldest child/youth they will be supervising

· Affiliated with TUMC for a minimum of 6 months

· Provided opportunity to attend training about Safe Sanctuary policies, procedures and child abuse issues

The supervisory leadership team of TUMC responsible for securing and supervising workers with children and youth –- Pastor, Sunday School Superintendent, and Church Council Chairperson will be:

· Required to undergo a criminal background check via the local law enforcement center

· Provided opportunity to attend training about Safe Sanctuary policies, procedures and child abuse issues

All paid and volunteer staff who assist in working with children in the Nursery at Tennille UMC will:

· Have personal references from at least two of the supervisory leadership team – Pastor, Sunday School Superintendent, or the Church Council Chairperson

· Be provided opportunity to attend training about Safe Sanctuary policies, procedures and child abuse issues

Staff Supervision Guidelines:

Whenever supervising activities involving children and youth at Tennille UMC:

· Two adults will be present at all times 
· Children and youth will be checked in to and out of any church sponsored activity by their parent or legal guardian or persons authorized by parent/legal guardian

Whenever Tennille UMC sponsors an activity involving children or youth,

· Anyone has the right to visit and observe the children/youth activity, classroom or church-sponsored program at any time, unannounced.

Whenever Tennille UMC transports children or youth away from the church campus

· No youth will drive to/from events

· Adult staff will not transport child/youth alone

· The trip must be approved with church insurance company coverage

Whenever Tennille UMC hosts any activity involving children or youth from another church or community organization

· The group using the church facility will follow the Safe Sanctuary policies and procedures of Tennille UMC

Incident Procedures:

If a suspected incident of child abuse or neglect should occur at a TUMC sponsored activity for children and youth, the adult in charge will:

· Insure the safety of the child or youth

· Notify the church pastor

The pastor of the church will:

· Notify the District Superintendent

· Notify the South Georgia Conference Crisis Team

Conclusion:

In all of our ministries with children and youth, this congregation is committed to demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ so that each child and youth will be “surrounded by steadfast love…established in the faith and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.”
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