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Consecration of Altar Clothe
On December 30, 2007, a gift of
a white altar table clothe was
consecrated to the glory of
almighty God and for service in
the Tennille United Methodist
Church in loving memory of
Mr. George Rowley.

Included on page 2 is an article
explaining the symbolism of the
colors which are used in the
church.

Sunday Morning Live
Every Sunday Morning from 8
—9 am on WJFL, Keith Lindsey
and Reba Barlow will share
local, national as well as world
wide church news, play
Christian music, interview local
pastors and much more. Tune
in and listen as you get ready to
come to worship.

Let’s Read the #1 Best Seller

Pastor Pete encourages us to
join him in reading through the
Bible in 2008. If you already
have a disciplined Scripture
reading schedule, please use it.
However, if you do not have
one, consider using the schedule
suggested by our Bishop. A
copy is included with this
newsletter.

Church Council Planning
Meeting
Monday, Jan 7, 7:00 pm

A church council planning
meeting will be held on
Monday, January 7, at 7:00 pm.
As a reminder for those who
may be filling new positions in
the church this year, the
following should attend:

Chair:  Selwyn May

PPR Chair: Leona Rogers
Trustees’ Chair: Billy McMaster
Finance Chair: Lucy Nell Smith
Lay Leader: Mary Moye

Witness Chair: Thomas Smith
Outreach Chair: Randy Thomas
Treasurer: Jean Bevill

Prayer Coordinator: Reba Barlow
Nurture Chair: To Be Appointed
Lay Delegate: To Be Appointed

Tennille UMW News

January 9, 2008: Annie Lou
Hodges Circle will meet in the
home of Patsy Blount at 7:30
pm.

January 16, 2008: Erin Holder
Smith Circle will meet in the
home of Lucy Nell Smith at
10:30 am.

January 19, 2008: Dublin
District Mission Study “Israel
Palestine”’; Rev. Jimmy Cason,
Instructor, Sandersville UMC,
10 am.

January 26, 2008: Local
Officers Training, Pine Forest
UMC, Dublin, 10 am.

Read Mr. Bob Northington’s
historical recollections on
page 3.

Bread of Life Ministry
By Mary Moye

The Bread of Life program
began as a project of what has
become our Outreach
Committee. For two years our
church has been participating in
this  county-wide  program
designed to feed approximately
60 needy people—many of
whom are children. God has
blessed this ministry and
contributions continue to be
generous.

Bread of Life has increased
its service from being an
outreach to people of our
community who are in need and
is also part of our ministry to
nurture and care for those in our
own congregation who have
immediate  needs. As
contributions have allowed, we
have been able to provide meals
for some members of our own
church who are ill or shut-in.

Bread of Life participants
receive a blessing each month
as we honor God with this
ministry and we continue to
solicit your prayers and support.

The menu for January 9 is

Vegetable Soup, PBJ
Sandwiches, fruit, bread, milk,
dessert.

Included in this issue is the
Bread of Life Menus for 2008.

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM
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TENNILLE TESTIMONY

Tennille United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 265
Tennille, GA 31089

Rev. Peter Barlow, Pastor

Church Website: www.tennilleumc.org

Office 478-552-7811
Parsonage: 478-552-7883
tumc@tennilleumc.org

-1-



mailto:rhonie@washemc.net
mailto:rebabarlow@nctv.com

The Tennille Testimony

The TUMC Sunday School Department is thankful to all who made special contributions to defray the expenses
of providing the Christmas tree and wreaths to grace the church both inside and outside during the Advent and
Christmas Season. The church was beautiful. Thanks also to all who helped with ‘the hanging of the greens
and decking of the halls’.

COLORS FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR
The Christian year contains two cycles: the Christmas Cycle (Advent— Christmas—Epiphany) and the Easter
Cycle (Lent—Easter—Pentecost). Within each cycle are a preparatory season symbolized by the color purple and
a festival season symbolized by the color white. After each cycle there is an ordinary time of growth
symbolized by the color green. Thus there is a sequence of seasons using purple, white, and green in that order
twice each year.

Purple is a color of both penitence and royalty used during the preparatory seasons of Advent and Lent. Blue, a
color of hope, may also be used during Advent.

White and gold are joyous and festive colors used during the Christmas and Easter Seasons, except on the Day
of Pentecost, and in other seasons on festive days such as Baptism of the Lord, Transfiguration, Trinity, All
Saints, and Christ the King. White may also be used at weddings and at services where the Sacrament of
Baptism is central.

White is recommended at services of death and resurrection because it symbolizes both death and resurrection.
At services of Holy Communion white linens on top of the Lord's table are customary, but the paraments
hanging over the front or sides of the table and the other visuals should reflect the day or season of the year.

Green, is a color of growth, used in the Seasons After the Epiphany and After Pentecost, except when special
days call for white or red.

Red is a color of fire, symbolizing the Holy Spirit. It is used on the Day of Pentecost and at other times when
the work of the Holy Spirit is emphasized. Red is also the color of blood—the blood of Christ and the blood of
martyrs. Because of its intensity, red is most effective when used occasionally rather than continuously for a
whole season. It is appropriate for evangelistic services, for ordinations and consecrations, for church
anniversaries and homecomings, and for civil observances such as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day or Memorial
Day. It may be used beside white and gold through the Easter Season. It may be used during Holy Week,
beginning with Passion/Palm Sunday, to symbolize the blood of Christ.

Although use of these colors is based on broad ecumenical tradition, other colors have been and are being used
in Christian churches. Creativity with colors and other signs for days and seasons is encouraged.
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“A Historical Recounting of the First Structure Housing the Congregation of the
Tennille Methodist Church”

Recounted by Robert Percy Northington, Jr. (Bob)
Recorded by Mary Margaret (Northington) Yeilding
May and November, 2006
Tennille, GA

Tennille Methodist Church, as it was then called, was a part of the Methodist Church (South).

LOCATION: The location of the original church was on Smith Street just a short distance from its current site
but on the opposite side of the street. Many long-time Tennille residents will remember that Washington
Equipment Company, owned by Mr. Harold Morgan, occupied the original site for decades after the church
relocated to its present position on the corner of West Adams Street and Smith Street.

The parsonage was to the left, or south, of the church, approximately 25-50 feet away. This would later prove
devastating during the fire that destroyed the church in 1941. There were no houses after the parsonage on the
way to downtown Tennille.

The land for the original church, two acres, was given by Captain James D. Franklin, a leading citizen of the
town and major property owner. At that time there were a number of Franklins in Tennille. Captain Franklin’s
daughter-in-law, Helen, married to his son, Herb, would later become the church pianist for many years.

The street in front of the church was dirt and there were dirt sidewalks as well. Streets in Tennille were not
paved until 1927.

EXTERIOR: The church was built out of fat lyder wood with white weatherboard. It was probably 50 feet
wide. The entry was a set of wider than normal double doors painted white. Six to eight steps with no railings
led up to the doors. Flanking either side of the entrance to the church were two enormous magnolia trees with
dirt yards beneath them.

INTERIOR: Entering the vestibule the rope for the bell was just to the side of the door on the right.

SANCTUARY: There were probably 20 rows of pews divided into three sections — two side sections each
about 10 feet across and a center section about 20 feet across. Perhaps 300 people could have been seated. The
pews themselves were just two flat boards nailed together with no curves or shape and no cushions! The pews
extended to the walls on the side sections so there were only two aisles. The floors were six inch heart of pine
painted boards. The interior height was 14-18 feet.

Windows and Lighting: The windows were 3 feet wide and started about 3 feet from the floor and extended up
14 feet - almost to the ceiling. The panes were plain clear glass, larger than normal and there were no shutters or
curtains. Ten to Twelve windows lined each side of the church.

The earliest congregation used natural daylight as a source of light. Later, bare bulbs placed in front of tin or
aluminum reflectors were situated above and between the windows on both sides of the room.



The Tennille Testimony
Chancel Area: An elevated pulpit (2 steps up) was centrally placed in front of the pews. A chancel rail curved
in front of the pulpit. The woodwork was stained brown. On either side and slightly in front of the pulpit were
matching pot-bellied stoves with their pipes extending directly through the roof. As there was no janitor, the
task of hauling in scuttles of coal fell to the men of the church. Most likely there was a coal bin around the back
of the building.

To the congregation’s right the choir sat in 4-5 rows of pews which faced the side of the pulpit. When the
church was originally founded a pump organ was in the chancel area but opposite the choir. Later, an upright
piano was placed in front of the choir when the organ was removed.

On the far left and toward the rear of the chancel was a small Sunday school room where the youngest children
had their lessons. Mrs. Mary Helen Brown taught children beginning in the original church and continuing for
many years in the present site.

Along the entire back of the chancel area was a large storage room which could be accessed through either of
two doors.

The Day of the Fire

On the morning of January 5, 1941, the first Sunday of the new year, as the congregation was gathering for
worship, disaster struck the Tennille Methodist Church. The day was cold and wind was blowing from the
south. An ember from the coal-burning stove blew under a shingle, set the room on fire and soon the entire
church was consumed in a massive fire. Most unfortunately, the parsonage, located only a short distance away,
was completely destroyed as well due to the intensity of the blaze at the church. At that time the only fire
fighting equipment in Tennille was a hand pulled 2-wheel cart with a hose attached. The fire department
consisted of volunteers.

Because of the intensity of the fire, there was really nothing that could be done to save the church. The
congregation stood by helplessly and watched their spiritual home of 55 years burn to the ground. Mercifully,
no one was injured in the fires at either building. It is doubtful that there was any insurance policy to cover the
total loss of the church and the parsonage.

Note from Leona:

By special request, this article by Bob Northington
has been included in this issue of Tennille
Testimony. | have taken the liberty to reformat the
= ; article to make it fit the newsletter and included a
' copy of a photo of the original church. We
appreciate Bob and Mary Margaret recording these
memories for all of us to share.

You can visit our web site, www.tennilleumc.org to
see a drawing of the layout of the original church.
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Pastor Pete’s Ponderings

It's the start of a New Year so we all begin thinking towards those resolutions. When we really resolve to do
something to change our lives, it is usually at a time in our life when we are to the point that we see the need for
change. A resolution usually means that we want to resolve to improve or better ourselves and that's always
good, especially in the spiritual areas of our lives. I'm always for anything to improve our lives and
relationships with our Lord. When it boils down to it, bettering ourselves as Christians involves bettering our
relationships with God. We have to draw closer to Him before we can improve our Christian lives. Sure we can
make a New Year's resolution to do that but I think just resolving, day by day, gets the job done in a better way.
Do you remember the old hymn? "Just a Closer Walk with Thee."”

I am weak but Thou art strong, Jesus keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long, As | walk let me walk close to Thee!
Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be dear Lord, Let it be.

Whenever | think of that song it always turns my thoughts toward David. There are several passages in
Scripture where we can see that David lived the day-by-day way to be closer to God. Yes, he was human and
had his faults but he had some good practices in his life.

First of all David prayed daily. Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall
hear my voice." Psalm 55:17

Secondly, David realized the benefit of God's daily blessings. "Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us
with benefits, even the God of our salvation. Selah.” Psalm 68:19

Thirdly, He praised God daily. "And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also
shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised.” Psalm 72:15

The second verse of "Just a Closer Walk" is as follows:

Thru this world of toil and snares, If | falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares? None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.
Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it Jesus is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Fourthly, David learned that he needed to rely on God daily.

David sure went through some "snares™ in his life and he too knew that when all else went out the window the
only one left who cared was God. "None but Thee" as in the song.

Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be many that fight against me, O thou most High. What time
I am afraid, I will trust in thee. In God | will praise his word, in God | have put my trust; I will not fear what
flesh can do unto me. Psalm 56:1-4

In conclusion, the last verse of the song talks about when this day by day life is over.

When my feeble life is o'er, Time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o'er, To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore.
Just a closer walk with Thee, Grant it Jesus is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

We've all got to live the Christian life just one day at a time. That in turn will cause us to have that improvement
in our Christian life that we all so greatly need. Just resolve to live better for God, day by day, hour by hour,
moment by moment and that will add up to our best for Him not only for this New Year but for our entire lives
as well.

So, how close have you walked with the Lord today? FPastor Pete
“Anticipate * Participate * Celebrate in 2008”
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Tennille United Methodist Church Financial Report November, 2007

Conference and District Apportionments 2007 Budget | Paid to Date

World Service Fund 1,278 1,171.50 Other Paid to Date
Conference Benevolence 1,755 1,608.75 | Human Relations Day 10.00
Clergy Support 1,658 1,519.83 | UM Colleges (Wesleyan/Andrew) 40.00
Pre-1982 Pension & MPP 1,320 1,210.00 | Wesleyan Christian Advocate 309.00
Comprehensive Protection Plan 619 567.42 | One Great Hour of Sharing 50.00
Health Flex (retired clergy) 1,026 940.50 | Native American Ministries 96.00
Health Flex (disabled clergy) 110 100.83 | Mae Jordan (burnout Victim) 350.00
Administrative Exp. 839 769.08 | Wesley Glen 723.00
State Cooperative Fund 69 63.25 | Magnolia Manor 92.00
Christian Higher Education 710 650.83 | Carnival for Christ 275.00
SEJ Mission Ministry 106 97.17 | Local Benevolence 50.00
Africa University Fund 39 35.75 | Oconee Outreach 20.00
Black College Fund 175 160.42 | Cavalry Inter. (Matthew Appel) 20.00
General Administration Fund 111 101.75 | Methodist Children’s Home 105.00
General Episcopal Fund 329 301.58 | Christian Life Center Treutlen Cty 50.00
Interdenominational Coop Fund 34 31.17

Ministerial Education Fund 440 403.33

District Parsonage Fund 437 400.58

District Work Fund 1,748 1,602.33

Buildings and Grounds

Church and Parsonage Maintenance 2,400 1,726.71

Insurance 3,368 3,138.00

Utilities 9,000 6,866.32

Yard 2,000 3,390.00

Termite Control 600 573.00

Parsonage Committee Improvements 3,300 2,230.25

Operational Expenses Month of November

Janitorial Service 2,000 1,553.91 | Contributions 8,100.60
Janitorial Supplies 50 25.00 | Disbursements 7,720.15
Office Supplies 700 749.00

Social Hall Supplies 150 87.90

Annual Conference Expense 800 400.00

Musical Instrument Maintenance 500 95.00 Check Book

Miscellaneous 1,000 760.06 | Balance as of 12/31/06 13,264.99
Contingency Reserve 3,000 2,750.00 | Deposits:

Program and Ministry Pledges 94,169.55
Prayer Ministry 600 181.97 | Basket 3,807.15
Family Ministry 150 168.20 | Disbursements 93,188.06
Worship 300 Balance as of 11/30/07 18,053.63
Evangelism 500

Missions 800 800.00 | Golden Savings Balance 10,204.66
Pastor’s Continuing Education 500 500.00

Music 500 151.66

Media Ministry (WEB/Newsletter/Radio) 3,480 2,833.23

Ministerial Support

Salary and Expense 44,712 40,986.00

Ministerial Pension Plan 6,292 5,525.85

Health Flex (Blue Cross-Blue Shield) 6,000 5,959.93

Total 105,505 93,188.06
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Our Prayer Concerns and Praise Reports

Name

Name

Pete and Reba Barlow

Elizabeth Burgess Lemon

Bob and Margaret Northington

Tom Mingledorff

Rubye Brantley

Allen and Lucyle Ballentine

Billie Sweat Helen Chapman
Velma May Dennard Miller
Estelle Webb Louise Cook
Elsie Marchman Buddy Ouzts

Steve & Jennie Johnson

Anne Bazemore

Lamar & Nicole Belew

Dr. William Taylor

Soldier & their families Betty Smith
Roger Deem Georgia Hughes
Alma Deem Monty Rose

Ernest Deem

Frankie Frost

Sue Stewart

Amelia McAfee

Frank Ergenziner

Ethan Rachels

J. W. Rhodes, Sr.

Ruth Ann Johnson

Angela Mercer

Janet Cowan

Terry Guthrie

Ralph Purser

Linda Rhodes Marchman

Mrs. Verne Borders

Kathleen Gilbert

Helen Fraps Gilbert

Scott Freeman

Veronica Rodriquez

Betty Jo Frost

Eunious Etheridge

Roger Barfield

Suzanne Irons

Louise Stargis

Sharon Leonard

Weldon Moss’ Family

Marvin and Margie Fessler

Prayer Alert: Please pray for these people daily as you pray. Please help us keep our prayer list up to date. If
you ask us to put someone one the list, let us know when their prayers have been answered and they can be
removed. We realize some on our list have ‘chronic conditions’ and need much prayer. Many are going through
a time of crisis and need ‘extra prayer’ to help them through. When God has answered prayers and brought you
through a crisis, let us rejoice with you. Beginning next month, we will remove all who have been on our list
more than 6 months unless told otherwise—some have already told me of the need for continued prayer. When
you need prayer or know someone who does, please contact Reba Barlow, 478-552-7883 or
rebabarlow@nctv.com or Leona Rogers, 478-552-7838 or rhonie@washemc.net.
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January
Vegetable Soup
PBJ Sandwiches
Fruit

Dessert

Milk

April

Ham

Mac & Cheese
Green Beans
Rolls

Dessert

Milk

July

Chicken Tenders
PC Sandwiches
Potato Chips
Pear Half
Dessert

Milk

October

Beef Stew
English Peas
Peach Half
Rolls
Dessert

Milk
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BREAD OF LIFE MENUS 2008

February

Meat Loaf
Creamed Potatoes
English Peas

Rolls

Dessert

Milk

May

Tuna Casserole
English Peas
Fruit Cocktail
Rolls

Dessert

Milk

August

Hot Dogs/Buns
Cole Slaw
Potato Chips
Bananas
Dessert

Milk

November
Turkey/Dressing
Green Beans
Oranges

Rolls

Dessert

Milk

March
Chicken Pie
Corn on Cob
Fruit
Dessert

Milk

June
Hamburgers/Buns
Baked Beans
Potato Chips
Peach Half
Dessert

Milk

September
Barbecue Chicken
Potato Salad
Green Beans
Rolls

Dessert

Milk

December

Chili

PC Sandwiches
Apple

Dessert

Milk



