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Dr. Robin Hensley, Guest Organist 

 
Tennille United Methodist 

Church 
Hosts Pipe Organ 

Rededication Concer t 
 
On Sunday April 15 Tennille 
United Methodist Church 
celebrated the restoration of the 
church pipe organ with a special 
ceremony and an organ concert.   
The six-rank unified pipe organ, 
which was built originally by 
the Tellers Organ Company of 
Erie, Pennsylvania, was given 
to the church in 1964 by the 
W.B. Smith family in loving 
memory of William Holder 
Smith. The church decided in 
2006 to secure the funds to 
refurbish the organ in memory 
of Charles Vestus Smith, who 
served faithfully for many years 
as the church organist and in 
memory of Dr. Charles Vestus 
Ouzts who was a faithful 
benefactor of the Tennille 
church.  
The A.E. Schlueter Organ 
Company of Lithonia, Georgia 
was selected to restore and 
refurbish the organ. The work 
involved installing new solid 

state logic in the console to 
replace the obsolete switches 
and relay parts. The grill cloth 
was replaced with new material; 
and all leather and valves were 
replaced.   The console received 
new stop units and combination 
action.  The pedal board was 
rebuilt and new felt was 
installed. All wood pipes were 
replaced with new leather and 
felt on the stoppers.  All metal 
pipes were cleaned and checked 
for proper tone projection.  The 
church also did repairs to the 
organ chamber while the organ 
was being rebuilt at the factory. 
The newly rebuilt and 
refurbished organ was returned 
to the arched organ loft in the 
east wall of the chancel above 
the altar, and was enjoyed by 
the congregation at the morning 
worship service on October 22, 
2006. 
The dedicatory service was 
attended by a record number of 
members and community 
friends.  In addition to Tennille 
UMC pastor, Rev. Peter 
Barlow, a number of guest 
ministers were present to 
participate in the rededication 
ceremony.  Former pastors at 
TUMC, Rev. Dr. Hamby 
Barton, Rev. Don Youmans, 
and Rev. John Irwin took part in 
the program of rededication. 
Other ministers who 
participated in the ceremony 
were UMC Dublin District 
Superintendent Rev. Richard 
Varnell and resident ministers,  

 
From l-r Dr. Hamby Barton, Rev. Peter 
Barlow, Rev. Richard Varnell, Dr. Robin 
Hensley, Dr. Dwight Irons, Rev. Don 
Youmans, Rev. John Irwin. 
 
Rev. Ramus Freeman, and Dr. 
Dwight Irons.  
Noted organist, Dr. Robin 
Hensley, was the guest organist 
for this occasion and provided a 
variety of musical selections 
during the ceremony. Dr. 
Hensley is active in the Atlanta 
area as an organ recitalist, 
accompanist, teacher, and 
advocate for young musicians.  
A North Carolina native, Robin 
earned the Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree from the University 
of Georgia, the Master of Music 
degree from Converse College 
in South Carolina; and the 
Bachelor of Music degree from 
Salem College in North 
Carolina.  During her graduate 
studies Dr. Hensley served as a 
teaching assistant and 
accompanist at the University of 
Georgia, and she later taught 
music classes and served as a 
staff accompanist in the music 
departments of Clayton State 
College and University and 
Agnes Scott College. Dr. 
Hensley has performed 
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throughout North and South 
Carolina and Georgia as an 
organ recitalist and 
accompanist, and as a church 
organist, sharing a wide variety 
of music with audiences and 
congregations of all ages. 
Currently, Dr. Hensley shares 
her talents at Peachtree Road 
United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta. 
Tennille United Methodist 
Church acknowledges with 
great appreciation the many 
memorial gifts of love that 
made this pipe organ restoration 
possible, and the church 
membership is indebted to all 
who had a part in restoring this 
extraordinary musical 
instrument that has graced the 
church sanctuary as a focal 
point for worship for more than 
forty years.  (Thanks to Mary 
Moye for providing this article) 
 

Family Day 
Sunday, May 5 

10:00 am – Sunday School 
11:00 am – Worship 

Mr. Chr is Alexander, speaker  
12:00 noon – Covered Dish 
Dinner  in W.B. Smith Bldg 

 
Invite your family and friends 
to join us for this special day in 
the life of our church. 
 

Tennille UMW News 
 

Wed., May 2, 7:30 pm: 
Annie Lou Hodges Circle will 
meet in the home of Paula 
McMaster.  
 

Wed., May 16, 10:30 am: 
Er in Holder  Smith Circle will 
meet in the home of Gus Ouzts. 
 

Fr i., Jun 1, 7:00 pm, Annual 
UMW Family Picnic at the 
home of Rhonie and Leona 
Rogers. 

T.U.M.C. 1st Quarter  2007 
Financial Update 

 
Thanks to all of you our first 
quarter results are as we hoped.  
Pledges at $27,814 are as 
promised and expenses at 
$25,792 are on budget.  
You have seen that the church 
was washed and some repairs 
made. Repairs were also made 
at the parsonage and some old 
drapes replaced at a cost to the 
church that was less than 
expected thanks to the special 
generosity of a few members. 
Your finance committee will 
soon be meeting to plan the rest 
of this year and how to be ready 
for 2008.  As always we 
welcome your questions and 
input. 
 
Derek Spry 
Jean Bevill. 
 
 

Family Night Supper and 
Prayer  Study 

We are off to a great start with 
our first Family Night Supper 
on April 26.  There were 16 
present for the delicious meal 
which was prepared by Selwyn 
May.  As we enjoyed our meal, 
we had a wonderful time of 
fellowship around the table.  
We then received our study 
books on Intercessory Prayer, 
along with special instructions 
for the study and an 
introduction by Pastor Pete.  We 
will have one week off, during 
which time Pastor Pete and 
Reba will travel to Louisiana to 
visit family and return with all 
the fixings for the Barlow 
Backyard Bayou Boil to be held 
on Saturday, May 5. 
We will resume our Family 
Meal nights on May 10th at 6:15 

for the meal and 7:00 for the 
study.  If you missed the first 
night, you may contact Pastor 
Pete for a copy of the study 
book and join us on May 10th. 
We will provide a nursery for 
children if parents want to join 
us for the study. 
 

Chr istian sympathy is 
extended to the family of 

 
Mr. Richard Binion Allen 

 

New Arr ival 
Congratulations to Matthew and 
Jessica Cook Lankford on the 
birth of a daughter, Trista 
Cheyenne Lankford, born on 
April 12, 2007.  Mr. Michael 
Cook and Mrs. Cindy Heirs are 
the proud grandparents; Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Cook are the very 
proud Great-Grandparents; Mrs. 
Louise Cook is the proud Great-
Great Grandmother. 
 

Bread of L ife 
The 2nd Wednesday evening 
each month Tennille United 
Methodist Church is 
participating in the Bread of 
Life program.  This mission 
provides an evening meal to 
almost 60 needy persons in our 
community.   The menu for 
May 9 is Tuna Casserole, Fruit 
Cocktail, dessert, and milk. If 
you would like to help, contact 
Mary Moye at 552-7703.  
   

TUMC Website 
Changes occur  daily 

Thanks to Selwyn May, the 
TUMC has a web site.  Visit at 
www.tennilleumc.org and click 
on the links to explore the site.  
I think you will love it.  The 
Organ Concert is available for 
your listening pleasure as well 
as all Sunday Sermons. 
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From the Editor  
Please continue to be aware that 
as members of the Tennille 
United Methodist Church, The 
Tennille Testimony is your 
Newsletter.  Reba and I   
prepare it for your information 
and pleasure.  We do our best to 
keep you informed of events 
happening in our church and 
news of our church family, as 
well as some spiritual uplifting 
reading through Pastor Pete’s 
Ponderings.  
 We certainly wish to share the 
joyful times of new births, 
weddings, special awards, 
praise reports, etc.; but we also 

lift up the sad times of death 
and sickness so that you who 
are experiencing the sad times 
may be lifted by the prayers of 
your church family.   
We can only share those 
moments we are aware of, so 
please feel free to share with us 
on these occasions so that your 
joy may be spread and your 
burdens lifted. 
With this in mind, I share the 
following:  
Randy and Joe Thomas give 
praise to God for the healing of 
their grandson, Sol, who is no 
longer on medication and is 
doing very well. 

Included in this issue of 
Tennille Testimony, you will 
find a letter from Matthew 
Appel, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Frank Appel.  He shares his joy 
that the Lord has called him and 
his wife Amanda to serve as 
missionaries in England.  They 
covet your prayers. 
Reba and I continue to be 
thankful for the encouragement 
and support we receive from all 
of you.  May God continue to 
bless each of you.   
�������������������� � � � � �� � � � 	 
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Aldersgate Day 
 

May 24 is Aldersgate Day in The United Methodist Church. It©s the day in which we remember a special 
moment in John Wesley©s life - a day that has become a defining moment for each of us in the Methodist 
tradition.  I quote an entry from his Journal (May 24, 1738). 
 
"In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate-street, where one was reading Luther©s 
preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and 
saved me from the law of sin and death”  
 
I pray that we all have a moment in our life where we experience the grace of God in such a way that our lives 
would never be the same.  
 
Have you discovered his grace in your life? If you have, does that moment still inspire you? If not, what 
stumbling blocks need to be removed in order for your heart to be strangely warmed? 
 
Thank you, God, for your grace shown through the life of John Wesley. 
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Pastor Pete’s Ponderings 

 As I pondered as to what to ponder this month I pondered the idea of sharing some more on my 
health and fitness. Well there’s not much to report. My blood pressure, cholesterol and weight all continue to 
stay down while my attitude and morale continues to go up. Praise the Lord! I was reminded however that to 
continue to improve my health and fitness I need to be intentional about it. And I need to improve my health 
and fitness not solely for better health but also because my body is the dwelling place of Almighty God in the 
person of the Holy Spirit. “You realize, don©t you, that you are the temple of God, and God himself is present in 
you?”  (1 Corinthians 3:16) “Or didn©t you realize that your body is a sacred place, the place of the Holy Spirit? 
Don©t you see that you can©t live however you please; squandering what God paid such a high price for? “ (1 
Corinthians 6:19) That ought to be motivation enough to take care of my body. 
 This led me to do a search on the internet for articles on health news. And amongst the return of 
630 billion web sites I stumbled onto this one: National Employee Health and Wellness Day or Shape-Up Day 
is May 16 and is designed to encourage everyone to incorporate physical activity into his or her day. People are 
being challenged to spend at least 20 minutes participating in some form of exercise. This seems to be new 
news to us here in the 21st Century. John Wesley however has written about the importance of exercise 250 
years ago. Below is an article in the quarterly news letter from the General Board of Pension and Health 
Benefits. 

John Wesley on Good Health 
 John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, had a wide variety of interests, and he wrote on many 
different subjects. Wesley realized that medical help in England was available only to wealthy individuals. He 
wrote the book Primitive Physick, or An Easy and Natural Method of Curing Most Diseases to provide practical 
medical advice to those who could not afford private health care. The following quotes are from the preface to 
Primitive Physick: 

·  “The great rule of eating and drinking is suit the quality and quantity of food to the strength of the 
digestion; to take always such a sort and such a measure of food as sits light on the stomach.”  

·  “Water is the wholesomest of all drinks; it quickens the appetite and strengthens the digestion most.”  
·  “A due degree of exercise is indispensably necessary to health and long life.”  
·  “Exercise . . . should never be continued to weariness.”  
·  “Walking is the best exercise for those who are able to bear it. . . . The open air, when the weather is 

fair, contributes much to the benefit of exercise.”  
·  “Everyone that would preserve health should be as clean . . . as; possible in their houses, clothes and 

furniture.”  
·  “The passions1 have a greater influence upon health than most people are aware of. . . . All violent and 

sudden passions . . . actually throw people into acute diseases. . . . The slow and lasting passions, such 
as grief and hopeless love, bring on chronical2 diseases.”  

 Primitive Physick was published anonymously in 1747. Wesley waited until 1760 to have it 
published under his name. Although medical science has made giant leaps over the years, much of Wesley’s 
advice on healthy living still rings true today, more than 250 years after the publication of Primitive Physick. 
  
 Let’s not wait till May 16, let’s begin right away to include exercise and healthy diets in our 
daily lives to better take care of these temples that were purchased with such a great price by our Lord and 
Savior. 
 
1. emotions that are usually strong and often overpowering, causing suffering of affliction of the mind and body 
2. chronic 

� ������� ����
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Today I would like to share with you praise to our Lord for His mercy endures forever. I see it daily in my life. 
One way I have seen the mercy of God most recent is that He has allowed me to bring to the communities of 
Washington County and beyond, the Gospel of Jesus Christ through radio. During the Lent season I asked the 
General Manager (GM) of WJFL if I could do devotion on air during our morning show and he agreed. The 
devotional was a book Pete suggested TUMC read daily during Lent. A few days after it ended, someone asked 
if they could sponsor our devotion time and song of reflection and of course our GM said yes. Now we have 
devotion daily at 9:20 every morning Monday – Friday.  
 
Let me share with you the devotion for 4/23/07, but first let me tell you a little bit about my journey to that 
devotion. I was told about the sponsorship sometime the week prior to this devotion. I asked Pete if he had any 
devotions I could use and he gave me the Upper Room.  
 
I took it to work with me Thursday and went straight to the 4/23/07 devotional. I revised it a little for the 
Virginia Tech shootings.  
 
Then Friday a listener came in to get her winnings from our giveaway and remarked how she and the people she 
works with enjoyed listening – especially during our devotion time. She said, ‘we really need it these days, with 
all that is going on…like the shooting at Virginia Tech’ . So I thumbed through the Upper Room and found the 
devotion for that date (4/20)…it was on ‘peace’ .  I went ahead and did devotion time, just reading from the 
book as usual.  
 
Saturday, I read an article from Guide Post about a meteorologist and wrote this devotion for Monday instead: 
 

Listen today to the words of our Father through this true story. Remembering His eyes are on the 
sparrow and oh, how much more is His love for us. We all have our storms we go through, and we need to be 
reminded that God is with us even when we don’ t realize it.  
 
 Tom, a meteorologist in Colorado, sent out severe thunderstorm warnings for Bent County. Still 
feeling helpless he asked our Father to help him save the people; He then began telephoning residents in the 
path of the tornado, in case they didn’ t hear the warnings. Most were out of their houses, but he did reach the 
Crandall home. They were watching a video and hadn’ t heard the warnings. Tom told them to take cover in a 
closet in the interior of their home. The phone died while he was talking to Mr. Crandall. After the storm 
dissipated, Tom called the police to check on them. Even though their house had been lifted by the tornado and 
destroyed, by the grace of God they were all safe. 
 
 Have peace today knowing He is watching and loving you. We do serve a mighty God! 
 
Sunday, we did a litany in response to the shooting and I added this for the newsletter: 
  
 Through faith in Jesus Christ we know of our Father’s love for us. But then catastrophes like the 
one at Virginia Tech strike and we wonder where God is and why He didn’ t do something. Let me share with 
you now a portion of the Litany in response to that violent act:  
 
 Jesus said, “ Feed my lambs.”  Yet today we grieve for precious lambs not fed, but slaughtered. 
For those sons and daughters, students and classmates, colleagues and friends whose lives we cherish, whose 
loss we mourn, we pray, Lord, have mercy. 
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 Jesus said, “ Tend my sheep.”   Yet today your flock is scattered by fear at Virginia Tech and 
throughout the world where guns and bombs kill and maim. For those paralyzed by fear in Blacksburg and 
Baghdad, Kabul and Karachi, Gaza and the Golan Heights, we pray.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
 Now for a thought that haunts my spirit, I ask you to think and pray about: Had we fed the killers 
the Word of God in LOVE and MERCY…would they have killed? We pray mercy for the ones that died, but 
could we not as ambassadors for Christ saved them…if we had taken heed to the warning signs of distress 
before they got out of hand and covered that poor soul in prayer and love. I do realize these people have wills 
but weren’ t they hungry for the love of Christ and did we feed them…and had they been satisfied in this area… 
couldn’ t that have dissipated the storms in their lives. Let us not be the last straw that breaks the camels back, 
but allow us to show the love that saved us all from such horrific storms…weren’ t we all potential victims of 
such storms?  Let Christ rise in you today and love the unlovable…that He might save their soul. 
 
 May the Love of God overflow through my life and all I do bring Glory and Honor to Jesus 
Christ our Lord!  
 
Of course I couldn’ t stop there, so here is what really went on air. A condensed version of all 3: 
 
 In John 14:1 Jesus said, “ Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
Me.”  Our faith is for all days; sharing our faith in everyday life may not be easy, but God said if you lack 
wisdom to ask of Him. When we listen, He will lead us to the right place at the right time to witness our faith. 
During recent years we have experienced several world catastrophes. We pray for the ones we love or the 
innocent. Jesus also said, “ Love your enemies” . I believe if we are willing, the Holy Spirit will lead us in what 
to say, or do, that would allow us not to be the straw that breaks the camels back but an instrument of His love 
as in the movie – “ End of the Spear” . Take heed to the warning signs of distress in others lives and ask God 
how you can help turn their fear into faith in our Lord. God sent others in our lives to show us His love; do we 
not in return need to reach out to the ones He puts in our path to love. Let Christ rise in you today and love the 
unlovable…that He might save their soul, and possibly the lives of others through that salvation.  
 
Thank you for allowing me to share my journey. Aren’ t we glad we aren’ t pastors? It has given me a great 
respect for their work and hopefully by sharing this - you too will see how grateful your pastors are for all the 
prayers that are said for them. It is an awesome job they have - to minister to us. May we pray for one another 
alike, that we can minister to all those we come in contact with. We too are ambassadors for Christ.  
 
 
May my flesh always be as willing as my spirit! 
 
Reba Barlow 

����
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Tennille United Methodist Church Financial Report March, 2007 
 
Conference and Distr ict Appor tionments 2007 Budget Paid to Date  
World Service Fund 1,278 319.50                  Other                      Paid to Date 
Conference Benevolence 1,755 438.75 Human Relations Day                         10.00 
Clergy Support 1,658 414.50 UM Colleges (Wesleyan/Andrew)     40.00 
Pre-1982 Pension & MPP 1,320 330.00 Wesleyan Christian Advocate           309.00 
Comprehensive Protection Plan 619 154.75 One Great Hour of Sharing                50.00          
Health Flex (retired clergy) 1,026 256.50  
Health Flex (disabled clergy) 110 27.50  
Administrative Exp. 839 209.75  
State Cooperative Fund 69 17.25  
Christian Higher Education 710 177.50  
SEJ Mission Ministry 106 26.50  
Africa University Fund 39 9.75  
Black College Fund 175 43.75  
General Administration Fund 111 27.75  
General Episcopal Fund 329 82.25  
Interdenominational Coop Fund 34 8.50  
Ministerial Education Fund 440 110.00  
District Parsonage Fund  437 109.25  
District Work Fund              1,748           437.00  
Buildings and Grounds    
Church and Parsonage Maintenance 2,400 430.26  
Insurance 3,368   
Utilities 9,000 2,116.25  
Yard 2,000 185.00  
Termite Control 600 122.00  
Parsonage Committee Improvements 3,300 2,230.25  
Operational Expenses   Month of March 
Janitorial Service 2,000 545.13 Contributions                               7,6345.92 
Janitorial Supplies 50 25.00 Disbursements                              10,648.25 
Office Supplies 700 141.52  
Social Hall Supplies 150 58.09  
Annual Conference Expense 800   
Musical Instrument Maintenance 500  Check Book 
Miscellaneous 1,000 337.03 Balance as of 12/31/06            13,264.99       
Contingency Reserve 3,000 750.00 Deposits: 
Program and M inistry     Pledges                                       27,814.00 
Prayer Ministry 600 107.46   Basket                                             932.00 
Family Ministry 150 79.40 Disbursements                              25,792.78 
Worship 300  Balance as of  3/31/07                 16,218.21 
Evangelism 500   
Missions 800 250.00 Golden Savings Balance              8,104.27 
Pastor’s Continuing Education 500   
Music 500 101.00  
Media Ministry (WEB/Newsletter/Radio) 3,480 779.85  
M inister ial Suppor t    
Salary and Expense 44,712 11,178.00  
Ministerial Pension Plan 6,292 1,507.05  
Health Flex (Blue Cross-Blue Shield) 6,000 1,648.74  
Total 105,505 25,792.78  
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Name Name 

Pete and Reba Barlow Elizabeth Burgess Lemon 

Bob and Margaret Northington Tom Mingledorff 

Rubye Brantley Allen and Lucyle Ballentine 

Billie Sweat Marie Hagood 

Velma May Mary Marshall 

Estelle Webb Traci Mizelle 

Family of Phillipa Denny Monty Rose 

Elsie Marchman Audrey Cook 

Otis Davis  

Lamar & Nicole Belew Helen Chapman 

Bess Freeman Cliff Dalrymple 

Roger Deem Louise Cook 

Alma Deem Patsy St. Blanc 

All Disaster Victims Billy Bowers 

Soldiers & their families Betty Barlow 

Wilbur Archer Steve & Jennie Johnson 

Billie Jean Wofford Anne Bazemore 

Frankie Frost Amelia McAfee 

Dr. William Taylor Susan Redwell 

Mercedes Youmans Sheila Godfrey 

Amos Tanner Edith McMaster 

Ken Etheridge Suzanne Irons 

Georgia Hughes Ethan Rachels 

Ruth Ann Johnson Noah Burgamy 

Buddy Ouzts Rev. Dale Andrews 

Frank Ergenzinger Rev. Kenneth Watkins 

Sue Stewart Family of Rev. Don Lovejoy 

Prayer  Aler t:  Please pray for these people daily as you pray. Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.  If 
you ask us to put someone one the list, let us know when their prayers have been answered and they can be 
removed. We realize some on our list have ‘chronic conditions’  and need much prayer.  Many are going through 
a time of crisis and need ‘extra prayer’  to help them through.  When God has answered prayers and brought you 
through a crisis, let us rejoice with you.  Beginning next month, we will remove all who have been on our list 
more than 6 months unless told otherwise—some have already told me of the need for continued prayer.  When 
you need prayer or know someone who does, please contact Reba Barlow, 478-552-7883 or 
rebabarlow@nctv.com   or Leona Rogers, 478-552-7838 or rhonie@washemc.net.   
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