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WELCOME BACK
PETE AND REBA

We're happy that Pastor Peteis back,
helookslike heistoo. Alsoincluded in
photo is M s Paula McM aster

Pastor Pete and Rebareceive a blessing
from Dr. Dwight Ironsand Lay L eader,
Leona Rogers

The Appointments are now
officia, Rev. and Mrs. Peter
Barlow—Pastor Pete—have
returned to Tennille UMC for
another year, their fourth. We
look forward to another great
year of continued growth at
TUMC as we are inspired and
chalenged by his leadership
and dedication to serving the
Lord

On Sunday, June 17, Dr.
Dwight Irons, Mrs. Lucy Nell
Smith, lay delegate, and Mrs.
Leona Rogers, lay leader
assisted with a celebration
service of reappointment during
the morning worship service.

Mrs. Lucy Nell Smith assisting with the
reappointment service for Rev. Barlow

A SPECIAL DAY FOR THE
TAYLOR-DENNY FAMILY
On Sunday, June 10, Hannah
Elise Denny, granddaughter of
Dr. and Mrs. William Taylor
and daughter of Drs. Lynn and
Jeff Denny was baptized by
Rev. Chris Denny. Rev. Denny,
Hannah’s uncle, preached for us
as well. If you missed this
occasion, you may Vvisit our
website — www.tennilleumc.org

and hear his sermon.

CARNIVAL FOR CHRIST 2007
Last year's Carniva for Christ
through the joint effort of seven
churches in our community was
a HUGH SUCCESS. We're
planning now for the 2007
Carnival. ThePlanning Teamis
looking for 2 people from each
congregation; if you would like
to serve on this team please let
the pastor know. You can aso
participate with your finances.
Each congregation is asked to
donate $250. Last year we did
this by asking ten people to
each give $25. If you would
like to give please designate
your gift ‘carnival’

Rev. Dr. Dwight and Suzanne Irons are
looking forward to servicing at
Tabernacle United Methodist Church.
Mr. Ed Irons, Dwight'sfather, offers his
encour agement.

Rev. Dr. Dwight Ironsto
serve Tabernacle UMC
The Rev. Dr. Dwight D. Irons
has been appointed Pastor of
Tabernacle United Methodist
Church, Tennille, GA. He will
begin duties as of June 2007.
He has had a diverse ministry
for 34 years, most recently
serving churches (Anglican &
Disciples of  Christ) in
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia
and Virginia and entered
retirement in 2005. This
appointment will not effect
retirement status, since Dr.
Irons offered assistance to the

Dublin District.

He and his wife Suzanne reside
in Tennille and are members of
Tennille UMC where he has
served as Worship Leader,
Associate Organist and Sunday
school teacher since retirement.
Suzanne has served with UMW,
teaches Sunday school, choir
member and is a retired teacher
with the Washington County
Board of Education. They have
two children and  two
grandchildren.

Tennille United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 265
Tennille, GA 31089

Rev. Peter Barlow, Pastor

Church Website: www.tennilleumc.org

Office 478-552-7811
Parsonage: 478-552-7883
tumc@tennilleumc.org
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Bread of Life pimento cheese sandwiches, contribution. Contact Randy
The 2nd Wednesday evening potato chips, dessert, and milk. Thomas at 552-7679 or Mary
each month Tennille United Randy Thomas announced at Moye at 552-7703 for more
Methodist Church is our recent council meeting that details.
participating in the Bread of the Episcopal Church in
Life program. This mission Sandersville will be helping us Tennille UMW News
provides an evening mea to with Bread of Life. You can
almost 60 needy persons in our help in many ways—by July and AUQUSt.
community.  The menu for preparing food, helping with No local UMW meetings
July 11 is chicken tenders, deliveries, or with a financial

Beginning Our Visioning Jour ney

As we as a congregation begin our Visioning Journey, we want to be sure that all of our thoughts and
‘visions' are spiritually based. We will be presenting in one form of communication or another, the entire
visioning process as developed by Dr. Bob Brady, Director of Connectional Ministries, South Georgia Annual
Conference for the South Georgia United Methodist Congregations. The process is divided into four sections
and just as you would expect and hope the first section deals with the Biblical origins and benefits of spiritual
visions. It should be no surprise then, that visioning is a spiritual endeavor developed and shaped by our
relationship with God.

As a part of the congregation of Tennille United Methodist Church and an absolutely necessary
participant in our deriving God’s Vision for our church, the first step is to begin our journey based on God's
Word. To begin preparing for the process, it would be good if we could all read Genesis 1 and 2 and consider
the questions from Dr. Brady’s handbook printed bel ow:

Read Genesis 1 and 2, then ponder the following questions.

1. What do you think God has in mind as God started the creative process recorded in Genesis 1
and 2? What did God hope to accomplish? What did God want to happen?

2. The best way to begin to grasp God's vision which brought the creation into existence is to
look at the two creation stories of Genesis 1 and 2. What was life like when God finished the
creation? What were the qualities of creation? How did different parts of the creation
interact with others? What were the most precious aspects of the gift of creation?

3. Is there a connection between God's original vision and God's promise of the Kindom of
God? If so, what is the connection? If not, how are they different and what are the
implications for the church?

(Dr. Brady had been appointed to a new position within the conference and Dr. Lowery Brantley is the new
Director of Connectional Ministries)

Selwyn May is the chairperson of the Visioning Team. The other members of the team include those
persons on the Church Council whom we refer to as the Administrative Team. They are: Mary Moye, Martha
Taylor, Jean Bevill, Derek Spry, Billy McMaster, Lucy Nell Smith, Leona Rogers, Reba Barlow, Patsy Blount
and Thomas Smith.
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Pastor Pete’'s Ponderings

On July 4, 1776, 229 years ago we declared and claimed our independence from Britain. We wanted to govern
ourselves—Make up and live by our own rules. Democracy was born and the 4™ of July has become our most
celebrated secular holiday. | would like to challenge you, and me also, to celebrate our dependence on this
Independence Day. For most of us, if not all of us, we spend much of our lives declaring and trying to claim our
independence, and those closest to help us to become more independent. The parents work for 18-21 years
training the child to go out on her or his own—to live independently from the parents. The child looks forward
to that day of independence. The boss works hard at training the employee in order that he or she will be able to
do the job independently. In fact technology has allowed more and more folk to work at home and one might
celebrate his or her independence. I'm reminded of my basic training in Naval Boot Camp. Our Company
Commander’s (Drill Instructor) job was to train this group of recruits to function without him. We saw less and
less of him as we grew in our independence and our ability to function without his immediate supervision. The
list could on and on of how we try to get along by ourselves. Certainly by now you have sensed the direction of
this devotion. Many of us try to live our lives independently of God, but for the Christian we are to grow more
dependent on God as we grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. We are to rely on God more and
more and less and less on our own abilities. We should seek God’'s guidance in all that we do. Paul tells usin
Philippians 4.6 to pray about everything. There is nothing too big or too small to seek God’s direction about.
The writer of Proverbs 3:5-6; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding.
In al your ways acknowledge him and He will make straight your paths.” As we celebrate our freedom to
worship as we please, would you also celebrate with me our dependence on our God. | think that is what
Katherine Lee Bates might have had in mind when she wrote these words in America the Beautiful: * Americal
America! May God thy gold refine, till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine.” As we become more
dependent on God, the more credit we will give God when we experience successes. We may have declared our
selves independent from another country and her laws, but let us remember that we can’'t declare ourselves
independent from God' s laws. Quite the opposite; let us declare ourselves dependent on God's laws, as well as

God’ s grace and mercy.

“By All Means, Let's Win Some to Heaven in 2007”
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Reba’ s Reflections

If you haven’t been joining us for Family Mea and Intercessory Prayer Study...You have missed out. What a
glorious timein the Lord! We have learned a lot about one another, and our lesson is awesome in itself but best
of al we have taught one another things about prayer we never thought of. For instance have you ever thought
of how much you love to hear from your children? When they aren’t asking for something all the time? When
they just want to talk to you? When they are concerned about you and if you are doing ok or if they can do
anything to help you? How good does it feel? | love hearing from my children and grandchildren...it just
blesses my heart to no extent.

Imagine how God feels when He hears from us. When we choose to talk to Him...even in asking... because we
know He already knows our heart, our dreams, our needs but we choose to talk to Him anyway.

Have you ever thought about animals and their intelligence? We have been taught we humans are the only ones
given choice and intelligence, so how do they know when to get out of the road? How far out of the road? Have
you ever noticed a vulture in the road having dinner? They just move enough to keep from getting hit and come
right back to dinner. How do our pets know when to protect us? The guidance of the Holy Spirit! The only
difference is they don’'t have a choice to be lead. WE do! That is where true intelligence comes in. Or should |
say Wisdom? He aso gave us desire or hunger to commune with Him, but we have a choice which desires we
pursue.

True wisdom seeks after righteousness. Not to feed the ultra ego of some selfish god that seeks only glory for
himself, but for guidance in our life, that we make the right choices -- choices that doesn’t hurt us or others. He
cares about us. Seeking Him isn’t for His benefit but ours and the onesin our lives.

Here are few good questions to reflect on.

1 Why do we pursue wrong desires?

2. What wrong desires are you pursuing?

3 Or what right ones are you pursuing without the aide of the Holy Spirit guiding you to make sure
you don't fail or hurt anyone in the process.

Father, give us a hunger for your desires in our lives and may we be wise enough to choose them — because

WE want to glorify you for loving us so much that you guide us into all righteous. What an awesome God
you are! Tell us Father, what can we do for you? Loving you, Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit, AMEN

Reba Barlow
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Tennille United M ethodist Church Financial Report May, 2007

Conference and District Apportionments 2007 Budget | Paid to Date

World Service Fund 1,278 532.00 Other Paid to Date
Conference Benevolence 1,755 731.25 | Human Relations Day 10.00
Clergy Support 1,658 690.83 | UM Colleges (Wesleyan/Andrew)  40.00
Pre-1982 Pension & MPP 1,320 550.00 | Wedleyan Christian Advocate 309.00
Comprehensive Protection Plan 619 257.92 | One Great Hour of Sharing 50.00
Health Flex (retired clergy) 1,026 427.50 | Native American Ministries 96.00
Health Flex (disabled clergy) 110 45.83 | Mae Jordan (burnout Victim) 350.00
Administrative Exp. 839 349.58 | Wedey Glen 525.00
State Cooperative Fund 69 28.75 | Magnolia Manor 92.00
Christian Higher Education 710 295.83

SEJMission Ministry 106 44.17

AfricaUniversity Fund 39 16.25

Black College Fund 175 72.92

General Administration Fund 111 46.25

General Episcopa Fund 329 137.08

I nterdenominational Coop Fund 34 14.17

Ministerial Education Fund 440 183.33

District Parsonage Fund 437 182.08

District Work Fund 1,748 728.33

Buildings and Grounds

Church and Parsonage Maintenance 2,400 701.73

Insurance 3,368

Utilities 9,000 3,262.46

Yard 2,000 870.00

Termite Control 600 224.00

Parsonage Committee Improvements 3,300 2,230.25

Operational Expenses Month of May

Janitorial Service 2,000 785.13 | Contributions 8,128.53
Janitorial Supplies 50 25.00 | Disbursements 8,428.49
Office Supplies 700 365.99

Social Hall Supplies 150 87.90

Annual Conference Expense 800

Musical Instrument Maintenance 500 Check Book

Miscellaneous 1,000 597.97 | Balance as of 12/31/06 13,264.99
Contingency Reserve 3,000 1,250.00 | Deposits:

Program and Ministry Pledges 44,211.70
Prayer Ministry 600 181.97 | Basket 1,648.00
Family Ministry 150 101.60 | Disbursements 41,678.58
Worship 300 Balance as of 5/31/07 17,446.11
Evangelism 500

Missions 800 450.00 | Golden Savings Balance 8,604.27
Pastor’s Continuing Education 500

Music 500 151.66

Media Ministry (WEB/Newsl etter/Radio) 3,480 1,168.70

Ministerial Support

Salary and Expense 44,712 18,630.00

Ministerial Pension Plan 6,292 2,511.75

Health Flex (Blue Cross-Blue Shield) 6,000 2,747.90

Total 105,505 41,678.58
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2444555

Name Name
Pete and Reba Barlow Elizabeth Burgess Lemon
Bob and Margaret Northington Tom Mingledorff
Rubye Brantley Allen and Lucyle Ballentine
Billie Sweat Marie Hagood
VelmaMay Mary Marshall
Estelle Webb Traci Mizelle
Elsie Marchman Audrey Cook
Otis Davis Monty Rose
Lamar & Nicole Belew Helen Chapman
Bess Freeman Cliff Darymple
Roger Deem L ouise Cook
AlmaDeem Patsy St. Blanc
All Disaster Victims Billy Bowers
Soldiers & their families Dennard Miller
Billie Jean Wofford Steve & Jennie Johnson
Frankie Frost Anne Bazemore
Dr. William Taylor AmeliaMcAfee
Amos Tanner Susan Redwell
Ken Etheridge Sheila Godfrey
Georgia Hughes Rev. Kenneth Watkins
Ruth Ann Johnson Ethan Rachels
Sue Stewart Noah Burgamy
Frank Ergenzinger Rev. Dale Andrews
Ralph Purser Buddy Ouzts
JW. Rhodes, Sr. Betty Smith
AngelaMercer Ryan Mitchum
Terry Guthrie Linda Cowan

Prayer Alert: Please pray for these people daily as you pray. Please help us keep our prayer list up to date. If
you ask us to put someone one the list, let us know when their prayers have been answered and they can be
removed. We realize some on our list have ‘ chronic conditions’ and need much prayer. Many are going through
atime of crisisand need ‘extra prayer’ to help them through. When God has answered prayers and brought you
through a crisis, let us rgjoice with you. Beginning next month, we will remove all who have been on our list
more than 6 months unless told otherwise—some have already told me of the need for continued prayer. When
you need prayer or know someone who does, please contact Reba Barlow, 478-552-7883 or
rebabarlow@nctv.com or Leona Rogers, 478-552-7838 or rhonie@washemc.net.




