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The Tennille
Testimony

. - Participate
Anticipate _ P
2/8 2:30PM UMW Self Denial Service, Sunday Morning Assembly 9:45 am
sanctuary 2
2/9 3:00 PM Annie Lou Hodges Circle
2/10 Bishop’s day Apart K
2/11 Bread of Life Join us for songs =& = = 2L and announcements to go with
2/15 2:00 PM PPR Meets with DS, Sandersville
UuMC '
2/18 10:30 AM Erin Holder Smith Circle “Mary’s Muﬁins R i before Sunday School.
2/18 12:15PM  Appointment Process Prayer Sunday School 10:00 am
Service _ Our Sunday school classes provide an atmosphere to grow
2125 12:15PM Ash Wednesday Service | spiritually, develop relationships, and mature in Christ while
working toward understanding God’s answers to life’s
Flowers questions. We have classes for every age.
Feb 1: In memory of Guy Johnson, given by his Children’s Class — Selwyn May
family--Margie, Mike, David, Steve and Jenny Youth Class — Joe Thomas
Adult Classes
Feb 8: In memory of William F. Thiele, given by Seekers - Leona Rogers
Mrs. Paul Thiele John Wesley - Mary Moye
et 15 Given by Mr. and Mrs. Lee Cook Morning Worship
eb 15: Given r. and Mrs. Lee Coo

Y 11:00 am
Feb 22: In memory of Melvyn Barlow, given by If you are unable to attend worship listen to us live:
Pete and Reba Barlow e e e

March 1: In memory of Effie and Stick UN THE AIR

McMaster, given by Paula McMaster
On WJFL 101.9
March 8: In memory of Mr. and Mrs. E. K. May,
sr., given by Debbie & E.K. May SHARING THE DIVINE LIFE LINE

. . Joi Thursd t 1:00 or 7:00 p.m., starting Feb 26.
March 15: In memory of Julia B. McAfee, given oin us thursdays a o p-m., starting February

by Mary & Dan Moye and Faye & Billy (\.:\ B
McMaster N\
W b=
March 22: Given by Rev. and Mrs. Ramus [{J})\‘\;
Freeman to the Glory of God As we take a look at sharing our faith with others for the Kingdom
of God.
Nursery Schedule:
Feb. 1 Jean Bevill Feb.8 Sue Burgamy Our church prospers as our soul prospers and our soul prosper when
Feb. 15 Linda Deem Feb. 22 Selwyn May we communicate with God, study His Word and share vyhat I_—|e has
Mar. 1 Doris Patrick Mar. 8 Joe Thomas given us. He blesses us everyday — let us bless others with His love.
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Sermon Schedule

1-Feb-09 4th Epiphany Psalm 111

8-Feb-09 5th Epiphany Psalm 147

15-Feb-09 6th Epiphany Psalm 30

22-Feb-09 Last Epiphany Transfiguration Sunday (Psalm 50)

18-Feb-09 Appointment Prayer Prayer Service

25-Feb-09 Ash Wednesday Let Our Journey Begin

1-Mar-09 1st Lent The Life Question: What Are You Looking For?

8-Mar-09 2nd Lent UMW Day

15-Mar-09 3rd Lent The Grace Question: Are You A Teacher...and Yet Do Not Understand?
22-Mar-09 4th Lent The Wholeness Question: Do You Want To Be Made Well?
29-Mar-09 | 5th Lent Reba and | will be gone

5-Apr-09 Passion/Palm Sunday The Cross Question: Am | Not To Drink The Cup?

12-Apr-09 Easter The Easter Question: Why Are You Weeping? Whom Do You Seek?

Some Lagniappe - (lan-yap) (extra, free stuff)
Ash Wednesday, February 25, the beginning of Lent.
Sundays during Lent, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.
Passion/Palm Sunday, April 5.

Easter Sunday, April 12.

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo—Saxon word lencten, which means "spring.” The season is a
preparation for celebrating Easter. Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism
by converts and then became a time for penance by all Christians. The First Sunday describes Jesus'
temptation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm Sunday), Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem
and his subsequent passion and death. Because Sundays are always little Easters, the penitential spirit of
Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation of the Resurrection.

The Great Three Days—sometimes called the Triduum or Pasch—from sunset Holy Thursday through
sunset Easter Day are the climax of Lent (and of the whole Christian year) and a bridge into the Easter
Season. These days proclaim the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ's passion, death, and resurrection. During
these days, the community journeys with Jesus from the upper room, to the cross, to the tomb, and to the
garden. They should be seen as a great unified service beginning with a service of Holy Communion on
Holy Thursday and concluding with the services of Easter Day. These services may be connected with a
prayer vigil lasting from Holy Thursday evening (or Good Friday) until the first service of Easter and may
be accompanied by fasting.

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before
God within the community of faith. The form and content of the service focus on the dual themes of sin and
death in the light of God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ.

The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship,
and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the call to
repentance and reconciliation.

- ________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Pastor Pete’s Ponderings

I first met Reba in the cyber world on the website: ChristianMatchMaker.com, an internet dating service.
There are now several, if not hundreds of these type dating services. There are web based ones as well as
more traditional ones. If you watch TV you are bond to have seen or heard of eharmony.com. These sites
will help people broaden the area of potential spouse candidates. | joined a match making site because | was
very interested in finding a person to share my life with and thought it would increase my chances of
meeting “THE ONE!” Most of the folk I knew were already married; | had very little contact with single
women in my network of friends and acquaintances. How would | ever find a wife? Expand my network was
the answer. With fear and trembling I joined Christianmatchmaker.com. Praise God through this site | met
my Sweetie! In fact when people ask me how we met, I answer, “Reba threw her self at in cyber space.” She
naturally remembers it a little differently.

There are some parallels in my, your Christian life. If you have been a Christian for very long, most of
your friends and acquaintances are Christians. How are we going to meet non churched people? We have to
be creative. I’'m trying my hand at it by joining some social networks online, “MySpace,” “FaceBook,”
“WindowsLive,” and the “Forum” on our website. I also have had the opportunity to meet the unchurched at
Wellness, Sandersville Tech, American Legion, and the Tennille Police Department. Through these different
groups | have had the chance to establish relationships beyond the churched friends and acquaintances |
have. These relationships have afforded me the opportunity to invite them to TUMC as well as share my
faith with some of them. How can you be creative in meeting the unchurched? Where will you meet them?

I see the Tennille United Methodist Church like the website that introduces people that wouldn’t
otherwise have met. Although we don’t match husband with wife, we introduce people to the Bride Groom,
Jesus Christ. We have the opportunity to introduce people to the one who will have an eternal relationship
with them. There is no more important relationship!

We have, as Christians really two roles in this. First, we need new avenues to meet new people. Secondly,
we are the organization to introduce these new people to Jesus Christ.

Here are two challenges I have for all of us.
1. Begin praying as to how and where you will meet new people.
2. Sign up for the Faith Sharing Bible Study.

Pastor Pete

PRAYER REQUESTS

Dennard Miller, Elsie Marchman, Ethan Rachels, Betty Smith, Scott Freeman, Veronica Rodriquez, Eunious
Ethridge, Joan Borders, Roger Chapman, Jim Morgan, Noah Burgamy, Eddie Rogers, George Leverett,
Laura Holly, Olive Margaret Webster, Helen Chapman, Harry Cook, Shannon Thomas, Lucyle Ballentine,
Faye McMaster, Auston Guthrie, Geneva Bussel, Cody Cullens, Harold Matthews, Monique Couture,
Amelia McAfee, Jessie Parker, Thelma Chapman, Leona Shepherd Rogers (Leona’s daughter-in-law), Jackie
Varnell (DS wife — will have kidney removed March 16™ at Emory University)

'A Taste of Tennille'
WOW! Our Cookbooks sold like hot cakes. We are going to be ordering a new batch for people that wanted
one,but di dndt get one. BelleetolyehyouecorgcationsttoeSelwgn for teewexto
printing of 'A Taste of Tennille' by Feb. 20. Also let Selwyn or Patsy know if you need to order another one or
more.

i
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Tennille United Methodist Church Financial Report January 31, 2009

Conference and District Apportionments | 2009 Budget | Paid to Date
World Service Fund 1,386.00 115.50 Other Paid to Date
Conference Benevolences 1,126.00 93.83 | Magnolia Manor 176.00
Congregational Development 1,142.00 95.17
Clergy Support 2,049.00 170.75
Pre-1982 Pension & MPP 1,527.00 127.25
Comprehensive Protection Plan 724.00 60.33
Health Flex (retired clergy) 1,019.00 84.92
Health Flex (disabled clergy) 162.00 13.50
Administrative Expenses 1,017.00 84.75
State Cooperative Fund 80.00 6.67
Christian Higher Education 802.00 66.83
SEJ Mission and Ministry 115.00 9.58
Africa University Fund 40.00 3.33
Black College Fund 179.00 14.92
General Administration Fund 144.00 12.00
General Church Episcopal Fund 352.00 29.33
Inter-denominational Co-op Fund 35.00 2.92
Ministerial Education Fund 448.00 37.33
Dublin District Parsonage Fund 467.00 38.92
Dublin Dist. Operational & Program Fund 1,238.00 103.17
| Buildings and Grounds
Church and Parsonage Maintenance 2,400.00 225.27
Insurance 3,368.00
Utilities 8,000.00 740.66
Yard 3,000.00
Termite Control 600.00 21.00
Parsonage Improvements 1,000.00
Operational Expenses Month of January
Janitorial Service 2,500.00 273.44 | Contributions 8,515.35
Janitorial Supplies 50.00 Disbursements 7,601.51
Office Supplies 1,200.00 164.24
Social Hall Supplies 150.00
Annual Conference Expense 500.00
Musical Instrument Maintenance 500.00 Check Book
Miscellaneous 1,200.00 177.43 | Balance as of 12/31/08 18,404.90
Deposits:
Program and Ministry Pledges 8,072.35
Prayer Ministry 250.00 Basket 443.00
Family Ministry 150.00 23.70 | Disbursements 7,601.51
Worship 300.00 Balance as of 1/31/09 19,318.74
Music 3,000.00 329.00
Missions 800.00 100.00 | Golden Savings Balance 8,229.99
Hospitality (Evangelism) 500.00
Media Ministry (Internet/Newsletter/Radio) 7,900.00 609.27
Ministerial Support
Salary 45,198.00 3766.50
Ministerial Pension Plan 5,832.00
HealthFlex (Blue Cross/Blue Shield) 7,800.00
Pastor’s Exp. Acct.(incl. CEU & Annual 3,650.00
Conf))
Total 113,900.00 7,601.51

|
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CHEERFUL- GIVERS

In last month’s Tennille Testimony I commented on, and praised God for your faithful and sacrificial giving.
I continue to offer thanks to our faithful God for your Cheerful Giving. As we have said before, numbers
aren’t everything but they are fun to look at. This week I received from the conference office the final giving
report for 2008. Let me share a few of the numbers I’ve compiled from that report and our own end of the
year report. The Tennille congregation gave to the Kingdom of God through your tithes and offerings
$117,432 which, as mentioned last month, is $7,652 above your estimated giving. Here’s one more thing
that excites your pastor, of that total you gave $17,514 to missions. This amount includes budgeted items
like apportionments and non budgeted amounts like local missions and Gideons. This amount is just $100
shy of 15%. Not only are you individually Cheerful, we are a Cheerful Congregation, the kind of
congregation Paul talks about in 2 Corinthians 9:7-8. “’Each of you must give as you have made up your
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2And God is able to provide you
with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly
in every good work.” | believe you would agree with me that we have seen the results of cheerful giving
mentioned in verse 8, we have had seen God provide us with abundant blessings and enough to share in
good works. | thank you again for your faithful- sacrificial, yet cheerful giving.

Pastor Pete

Have You Filled Out and Returned Your ERS 10407?
We’re all familiar with the IRS 1040 form, especially this time of year. Everyone is required to file their
return with Uncle Sam. We may file a 1040, 1040 EZ, 1040a, or some other 1040, but file we must. Let me
remind you to fill out and file your ERS (Eternal Relationship Sharer) form with the Tennille United
Methodist Treasurer. By doing so, you will help us live out our themeof: A Shar i ng t he D
2 0 0 Yhe Witness Team’s goal is to hand out 100 Faith Sharing New Testaments prior to Easter. With 10
people each giving $40 (do you get the 1040 thing?) the cost of the bibles would be covered. Based on the
giving record of this congregation (see Cheerful Giver article elsewhere in this newsletter) there is a great
possibility that we may receive more than $400. Any excess amount above the cost of the bibles will go
towards other outreach and witness ministries. Although there is not a standard ERS 1040 form for all of us
to use, there is a sample form shown below. I'm sure you will be able to find around your home or office.

Pastor Pete
ERS 1040 Form

2400

81-5481221

PAY —
TO THE |
ORDER OF $ |

DOLLARS

FOR

nk22ibDs278N BE7ZL3I0LOEA"™  ZLOOw

T f T
Routing Number Account Number Check Number

ANSWERS TO VALENTINE’S QUIZ PAGE 6

1)B;2)C;3)C;4)B;5 A;6)B;7)D; 8 A9 D10) A
11)B12)C13)D14)C15)B16)B17)A18)C19)D20)B
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1: What was the name of Abraham’s wife?
A. Rachel B. Sarah C. Rebekah D. Leah

2: How was Isaac’s wife chosen?

A. His father chose a local girl for him to marry

B. Isaac fell in love with his friend’s daughter

C. His father sent a servant back to Mesopotamia to choose a
wife from his own family

D. Isaac fell in love with his servant girl

3: Which of his wives did Jacob love the most?
A. Leah B. Zilpah C. Rachel D. Bilhah

4: What happened to Shechem, the prince who fell in love
with Dinah, daughter of Jacob?

A. He married Dinah

B. He, his father, and the men of his city were slain

by Dinah’s brothers

C. He invited Dinah’s family to live in his city

D. He eloped with Dinah, -
5: Where did Moses meet his future wife?
A. At a well in the land of Midian

B. In Pharaoh’s palace in the land of Egypt
C. on the journey to the promised land

D. At the house of one of the Israelites

6: What were the restrictions on marriage for the
daughters of Zelophehad?

A. They must only have one hushand each

B. They must marry within their tribe

C. They must marry before the age of thirty

D. They must marry whoever is chosen by the priest

7: What was the name of Ruth’s second husband?
A. Elimelech B. Mahlon C. Chilion D. Boaz

Al

8: Samson loved Delilah so much that she persuaded him to
tell her what?

A. The secret of his strength

B. Where the Ark of God was

C. How to defeat the Israelites

D. How many Philistines he had killed

9: What was the name of Abigail’s first husband?
A. Goliath B. Uzzah C. Joash D. Nabal

10: What convinced David he was in love with Bathsheba, to
the extent that he was prepared to
commit adultery?

897

O

sy

U

A. He saw her take a bath, B. had dinner with her,
C. Saw her with her husband, D. Was his servant,
11: Who did Amnon love, and then hate even
more than he had loved her?
A. Dinah B. Tamar C. Leah D. Abigail
12: Who told his wife not to worry that she was
barren and said, “am not I better to thee than ten
ons”?

A. Abraham B. Jacob C. Elkanah D. Manoah

13: In the love poetry in Song of Solomon how is
the lady’s hair described?

A. As a rushing waterfall

B. As a stream of silver

C. As a bed of lilies

D. As a flock of goats

14: What was the occupation of Hosea’s wife?
A. Housekeeper B. Dyer of cloth
. Harlot D. Money lender

15: Who does Jesus say are the two most important people to
love?
A. Your spouse and your parents

3B. God and your neighbor

C. God and your spouse
D. Your spouse and your children

16: Which married couple did Paul become friends with at
Corinth?

A. Ananias and Sapphira B. Aquila and Priscilla

C. Jason and Lydia D. Peter and Mary

@™17: What is Paul’s command to husbands in his letter to the

Colossians?

A. Love your wives, do not be bitter towards her

B. Ensure that your wife loves you before you marry her
C. Love your wives, ensure they keep an orderly house
D. Ensure that your wife respects you

18: What does Paul say is the greatest?
A. Faith B. Hope C. Love D. All three

19: How does Paul describe marriage in Hebrews?
A. Loving B. Perfect C. Agift D. Honorable

20: Of what is the husband’s love for the wife a symbol?
A. God’s love for us B. Christ’s love for the church
C. Man’s love for woman D. Adam’s love for Eve

Answers on page 5
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Tennille United Methodist Church Is Our Name
And
Sharing The Divine Life Line In 2009 Is Our Game.

Are you anxious or hesitant about sharing your faith? JOIN THE CROWND! Most of us are somewhat nervous,
yet on the other hand we feel a desire and a need to share our faith. If you fall in that category, this is an
excellent opportunity for you. | was excited when we had 16 people sign up Sunday, January 25 for our Faith-
Sharing Bible Study. That’s 4/5 of my goal of 20. I believe I was a little conservative in my dreaming (I’1l do
better in the future). I am now expecting 25 to sign up. We will begin this Lenten Bible Study on February 26.
We will meet for one hour on Thursdays through Lent, finishing on April 4. The study will be offered at two
different times: 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM. The cost is $13. Call, email, or sign up in the Narthex to reserve your
copy of the Study Book.
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