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Anticipate

Medicare Part D Open Enrollment Event in
Washington County

Be a part of this unique opportunity to get

personal and qualified assistance with your

Medicare Part D Plan during the 2008

Medicare Open Enrollment period. Local

pharmacists and trained

volunteers will help you look at your current plan

or find a new one to

make sure your individual needs are being met.

Come ask questions,

get advice, and get a handle on your Medicare

Part D Plan!

Part D Open Enrollment Event Details:
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2008
Time: 9am—Noon

Location: Sandersville Technical College,
Room 117

Who: * Anyone eligible or currently
enrolled in Medicare Part D

* Family members of Medicare Part D
recipients

Required Information:
* Name
* Zip Code
* Red, White, & Blue Medicare Card
* Birth Date
* Please bring ALL current medications in a bag

For more information, please contact Laura
Bland:

Phone: 478-552-2011

E-mail: Ivbland@uga.edu

EVENT SPONSORE D BY:
THE WASHINGTON COUNTY ARCHWAY
PARTNERSHI P PROJE CT:HEALTH

Participate

Sunday Morning Assembly 9:45 am

s m
Join us for songs < = *©

“Mary"s g.l before Sureldy School.

and announcements to go with

Sunday Schooll0:00 am

Chil dr enSlaynKdya s s
Youth Class i Joe Thomas

Adult Classes

Seekers - Leona Rogers
John Wesley - Mary Moye

Morning Worship
11:00 am

If you are unable to attend worship listen to us LIVE:

ONTHEAIR

On WJFL 101.9 or recorded on WSNT 99.9

Sermon Schedule

Nov. 30, O You'd Better Watch Out
Dec. 7, Blue Christmas

Dec. 14, This Little Light of Mine
Dec. 21, Mary, Did you Know?
Dec. 24, A Great Light

Dec. 28, Joy to the World

See the Calendar for Other Opportunities to
Participate within the church or UMW

Leona Rogers 478-552-7838 rhonie@washemc.net

1 Reba Barlow 478-552-7883 rebabarlow@nct.com
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What Is a Chrismon Tree?
Some history:The practice of having a AChrismon Treeo
1940. He began making decorations for his own Christmas tree that were symbols about Jesus Christ, and the
meaning of Christmas, instead of the usual pretty but meaningless shiny balls, Santa Clauses and reindeer. The
practice soon caught on with other Christians and many churches, and today the Chrismon Tree is a common
sight all over the United States.

What Is a Chrismon?
Chrismons are handmade Christmas tree ornaments with various symbols of Christianity. The name Chrismon
comes from a combination of CHRISt and MONogram. Some of the traditional symbols of Christianity are
monograms composed of various combinations of letters of the name Christ or titles for Jesus. They are
sometimes called Christograms.

The ten commandments with
a cross, representing the
continuity of the Old and New
Testaments as well as Jesus'
fulfillment of the "law."

The fleur-de-lis is a stylized
lily. It represents purity and so
symbolizes the Virgin Mary.
Because of its three points, it
can also symbolize the Trinity
and the resurrection. In
France, it came to represent
royalty.

The Chi-Rho monogram,
composed of the first two
letters in Greek of the word
Christos (Gk: chi, X = ch; rho,
P =r). There are many
variations of this monogram

The dove is a symbol of the
Holy Spirit, recalling the Holy
Spirit's descent on Jesus as a

dove at his Baptism. The
nimbus, three-pointed rays
around its head, is a symbol of
the Trinity.

The Cross and Crown is an
ancient symbol of the
humiliation and exaltation of
Jesus as the Christ. It
symbolizes the suffering and
death of Jesus as well as his
final victory over sin and
death.

The IHS monogram or
Christogram is composed of
the first three letters of the
name Jesus in Greek. Here it
is combined with the Budded
or Trefoil Cross symbolizing
the Trinity. Together this
symbolizes the divinity of
Jesus.

The Greek letters alpha (first)
and omega (last) from Rev
1:8 and 22:13, symbolizing
Jesus as the Christ who has
come and will come again; it
also symbolizes the continuity
of God's presence in human
history.

A form of the triquetra, a
symbol of the Trinity from
Great Britain. The three
points represent Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit while the
continuous interwoven line
represents unity.

The seashell or scallop is a
symbol for Christian baptism
or the baptism of Jesus. It is
also a symbol for pilgrimage
and the spread of the Gospel

to the world.

A stylized white poinsettia, a
modern symbol of the
Christmas season

Two ways to beckodzii

View the picture on page 4.
Better yet, come see it in person during Advent, the Christmas Concert, Christmas Eve, and on through the
Christmas Season and Epiphany Sunday.
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The Twelve Days of Christmas

The Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the church year among Christians who are not
part of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in
most of the Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany (January 6th; the 12
days count from December 25th until January 5th). In some traditions, the first day of Christmas begins on the evening of
December 25th with the following day considered the First Day of Christmas (December 26th). In these traditions, the
twelve days begin December 26 and include Epiphany on January 6.

The origin and counting of the Twelve Days is complicated, and is related to differences in calendars, church traditions,
and ways to observe this holy day in various cultures (see Christmas). In the Western church, Epiphany is usually
celebrated as the time the Wise Men or Magi arrived to present gifts to the young Jesus (Matt. 2:1-12). Traditionally there
were three Magi, probably from the fact of three gifts, even though the biblical narrative never says how many Magi
came.

The popular song "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is usually seen as simply a nonsense song for children. However,
some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 16th century religious wars in England, with
hidden references to the basic teachings of the Faith. They contend that it was a mnemonic device to teach the catechism
to youngsters. The "true love" mentioned in the song is not an earthly suitor, but refers to God Himself. The "me" who
receives the presents refers to every baptized person who is part of the Christian Faith. Each of the "days" represents some
aspect of the Christian Faith that was important for children to learn.

On the 1st day of Christmas my true love gave to me...A Partridge in a Pear Tree

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, whose birthday we celebrate on December 25, the first day
of Christmas. In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge that feigns injury to decoy predators from
her helpless nestlings, recalling the expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How
often would | have sheltered you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but you would not have itso . . .." (Luke
13:34)

On the 2nd day of Christmas my true love gave to m..Two Turtle Doves
The Old and New Testaments, which together bear witness to God's self-revelation in history and the creation of a people
to tell the Story of God to the world.

On the 3rd day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Three French Hens
The Three Theological Virtues: 1) Faith, 2) Hope, and 3) Love (1 Corinthians 13:13)

On the 4th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Four Calling Birds
The Four Gospels: 1) Matthew, 2) Mark, 3) Luke, and 4) John, which proclaim the Good News of God's reconciliation of
the world to Himself in Jesus Christ.

On the 5th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Five Gold Rings

The first Five Books of the Old Testament, known as the Torah or the Pentateuch: 1) Genesis, 2) Exodus, 3) Leviticus, 4)
Numbers, and 5) Deuteronomy, which gives the history of humanity's sinful failure and God's response of grace in the
creation of a people to be a light to the world.

On the 6th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Six Geesdaying
The six days of creation that confesses God as Creator and Sustainer of the world (Genesis 1).

On the 7th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Seven Swans@imming

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: 1) prophecy, 2) ministry, 3) teaching, 4) exhortation, 5) giving, 6) leading, and 7)
compassion (Romans 12:6-8; cf. 1 Corinthians 12:8-11)

On the 8th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Eight Maids #nilking

The eight Beatitudes: 1) Blessed are the poor in spirit, 2) those who mourn, 3) the meek, 4) those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, 5) the merciful, 6) the pure in heart, 7) the peacemakers, 8) those who are persecuted for righteousness'
sake. (Matthew 5:3-10)
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On the 9th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Nine Ladies Dancing

The nine Fruit of the Holy Spirit: 1) love, 2) joy, 3) peace, 4) patience, 5) kindness,

6) generosity, 7) faithfulness, 8) gentleness, and 9) self-control. (Galatians 5:22)

On the 10th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Ten Lords-keaping
The ten commandments: 1) You shall have no other gods before me; 2) Do not make an idol; 3) Do not take God's hame
in vain; 4) Remember the Sabbath Day; 5) Honor your father and mother; 6) Do not murder; 7) Do not commit adultery;
8) Do not steal; 9) Do not bear false witness; 10) Do not covet. (Exodus 20:1-17)

On the 11th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Eleven Pipers Piping

The eleven Faithful Apostles: 1) Simon Peter, 2) Andrew, 3) James, 4) John, 5) Philip, 6) Bartholomew, 7) Matthew, 8)
Thomas, 9) James bar Alphaeus, 10) Simon the Zealot, 11) Judas bar James. (Luke 6:14-16). The list does not include
the twelfth disciple, Judas Iscariot.

On the 12th day of Christmas my true love gave to me...Twelve Drummers Drumming

The twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles' Creed: 1) | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
2) | believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 3) He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. 4) He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell [the grave].
5) On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 6) He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. 7) | believe in the Holy Spirit, 8) the holy catholic Church, 9) the communion of
saints, 10) the forgiveness of sins, 11) the resurrection of the body, 12) and life everlasting.

Epiphany, January 6

Thank You, Father, for Dblessing us with such beaut iinspining
way to remember such a delightful couple. We were able to dedicate them to Your glory on the 1% Sunday of Advent 2008.

Cookbook Progress!!!

“A Taste of Tennille"

The cookbook has gone to press! They should be arriving between Dec. 15 - 22 - just in time.
We finally 'quit’ collecting and submitted the recipes with more than 100 different contributors
who are associated with the church and over 350 recipes. The proceeds from the sales (after we
get the cost of publishing back) will go toward updating the nursery. The trustees are looking at
doing some repairs to the structure in the nursery and when they are done it is going to need new
books, toys and things. The cookbook committee decided that any money we make should go
toward those updates. Cookbooks should sell for $15.00 each and we have already received
orders for 150 books. If you haven't placed your order, contact Selwyn or Patsy. | really think
you will find them full of wonderful recipes and bring back many fond memories of meals you
have shared with all of these special people.

A big thanks to Deana Dalrymple for all her efforts in getting the book published before
Christmas and all that goes with that!!!

Selwyn May

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________J
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Tennille United Methodist Church Financial Report November 30, 2008

Conference and District Apportionments 2008 Budget Pail to Date

World Service Fund 1,373.00 1,258.56 Other Paid to Date
Conference Benevolences 984.00 902.00| Wesley Glen 255.00
Congregational Development 1,057.00 968.92| Magnolia Manor 65.00

Clergy Support 1,851.00 1,696.75 Met hodi st Childrends Home
Pre1982 Pension / Benefits 1,395.00 1,278.75| Tornado Victims #6796 180.00
Comprehensive Protection Plan 653.00 598.58| Good News TV #7615 25.00
Health Flexetired clergy) 1,096.00 1,004.67| Guthrie Fund 575.00
Health Flex (disabled clergy) 123.00 112.75| Gideons International 224.00
Administrative Expenses 1,000.00 916.67

State Cooperative Fund 79.00 72.42

Christian Higher Education 770.00 705.83

SEJ Mission and Ministry 111.00 101.75

Africa University Fund 39.00 35.75

Black College Fund 178.00 163.17

General Administration Fund 121.00 110.92

General Church Episcopal Fund 359.00 329.08

Interdenominational-6p Fund 35.00 32.08

Ministerial Education Fund 446.00 408.83

Dublin District Parsonage Fund 447.00 409.75

Dublin Dist. Operational & Program Fund 1,499.00| 1,374.08|

Buildings and Grounds

Church and Parsondgintenance 2,400.00| 1,519.53

Insurance 3,368.00) 3,100.00

Utilities 8,000.00 6,468.55

Yard 3,000.00 3,151.25

Termite Control 600.00 586.00

Parsonage Improvements 2,500.00

Church,Parsonage, Grounds Imp.(Not Budgeted) 7,584.81

OperationaExpenses Month of November
Janitorial Service 2,500.00 2,297.40| Contributions 11,098.55
Janitorial Supplies 50.00 30.50 | Disbursements 11,633.51
Office Supplies 800.00 1,234.81

Social Hall Supplies 150.00 206.11

Annual Conference Expense 400.00 400.00

Musical Instrument Maintenance 500.00 358.00 Check Book
Miscellaneous 1,000.00 1,482.87| Balance as of 12/31/07 19,475.27
Contingency Reserve 3,000.00| 2,500.00| Deposits:

Programand Ministry Pledges 105,379.15
Prayer Ministry 250.00 Basket 3,232.66
Family Ministry 150.00 149.69| Disbursements 109,738.07
Worship 300.00 Balance as of 11/30/08 18,349.01
Music 500.00 2,599.16

Missions 800.00 800.00| Golden Savings Balance 7,845.88
Evangelism 500.00

Media Ministry (Internet/Newsletter/Radio) 3,480.00 6,099.18

Ministerial Support

Salary 44,712.00 40,986.00

Ministerial Pension Plan 5,832.00 5,652.90

HealthFlex (Blue Cross/Blue Shield) 7,800.00| 7,150.00

Pastoros Exp. Acct. (incl CEU & A 2,900.00| 2,900.00

Total 109,108.0( 109,738.07

The Tennille Testimony




Tennille United Methodist Church  * PO Box 265 Tennille GA 31089 * 478-552-7811 * www.tennilleumc.org

Pastor Peteds Ponderings

Sharing the DivineLife Line in 2009

Drs. Fox and Morriswriteinfi L e t t he Redeemed,k “oWe tahree Lcoorndv i SnAcYe dS !

testifying are both the expectation of God and

to this expectation and need. After acknowledging the steadfast and eternal love of God and the praise that
wells up in the human heart because of God"s 1
t he Lor dPsabna@r:2)s o ”

We, the congregation of the Tennille United Methodist Church have experienced the steadfast and eternal love
of God. We also have had the same praise wel/

t

ed

the psal mist by declaring:. oiLet the redeemed of

Watch the Tennille Testimony, weekly bulletin, our website, and emails for the upcoming Bible study that will

help us both individually and as a congregati on

You can start now by doing a few things:

Invite folk to our Advent Services (see sermon schedule elsewhere in the newsletter).
Invite folk to the Christmas Eve Communion and Candlelight Worship Service.
Recall your own as to how you came to faith in Christ.

How would you share your story in just a few brief sentences?

<K<

Let s be commi t tShate the Didine fhife eipeanr2@d. t o
Pastor Pete

Share the Divine Life Line with all of Washington County

PRAYER CONCERNS

Prayer concerns are kept on our/list.for one month unless otherwise requested.
Dennard Miller, Elsie Marchman, Ethan Rachels, Betty Smith, Angela Mercer, Scott Freeman, Veronica
Rodriquez, Eunious Ethridge, Shirley Nicholson, Joan Borders, Roger Chapman, Jim Morgan, Noah Burgamy,
Eddie Rogers, George Leverett, Laura Holly, Olive Margaret Webster, Helen Chapman, Harry Cook, Shannon
Thomas, Lucyle Ballentine, Faye McMaster, Auston Guthrie, Geneva Bussel, Cody Cullens, Harold Matthews,
Terry Gentner, Monique Couture, Amelia McAfee

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________J
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Tennille United Methodist Church
PO Box 265
Tennille GA 31089

Mailing Address
Street Number and Name
City, State 98765-4321
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