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Anticipate  
 
May 3 @ 5:00 pm – The Annual 
Barlow Backyard Bayou Boil 

 

May 4 @ 11:00 am – Family Day 
 

May 11 – Mother’s Day 

 
Our greatest anticipation is what 

the Lord is saying to us so open 

your hearts and say: Yes, Lord, I 
am listening – speak to me, guide 

me, send me, love through me. I 

am your humble servant ready to 

follow wherever you lead.  

 

 Praying daily 

 Reading His word daily 

 Relying on Him daily 

 Praising Him daily 

 Counting your blessings 

daily - look what the 

Lord has done  

 

 
Participate 

 

Sunday Morning Live 

Listen to Sunday Morning Live 

from 8:00-9:30 am on WJFL. 

Keith Lindsey and Reba Barlow 

will share local, national as well 

as worldwide church news, play 

Christian music, guest local 

ministry representatives and 

much more.  Tune in and listen 

as you get ready to come to 

worship. 

 

Sunday school 

10:00 am 
 

Join us for songs and 

announcements to go with 

“Mary’s Muffins” before 

Sunday School 

 
Our Sunday school classes 

provide an atmosphere to grow 

spiritually, develop 

relationships, and mature in 

Christ while working toward 

understanding God‘s answers to 

life‘s questions.  We have 

classes for every age. 
 

Children‘s Class – Suzanne Irons 

Youth Class – Joe Thomas 

 

Adult Classes 
 Seekers - Leona Rogers 

 John Wesley - Mary Moye   
 

 

 

Morning Worship 

11:00 am 
 

If you are unable to attend 

worship listen to us live: 

 
On WJFL 101.9 

 

 
 

Easter Celebrates the 
Resurrection of Jesus? 

 

  
Join us for a short series as we 

investigate just who is this 
Jesus. 

We will meet at 5:00 PM for 
four Sunday evenings. 
Who will you invite? 

оκолΥ  aƻǾƛŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǎǎƛƻƴέ 
4/6:    Passion of Jesus Christ  
4/13:  Person of Jesus Christ 
4/20:  Purpose of Jesus Christ 
 

 
 

Extending Christian 
Sympathy to: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Family of Jean Joiner on the 

passing of her husband, 

Ben A. Joiner, Sr. 
August 22, 1928 – March 24, 2008 

mailto:rhonie@washemc.net
mailto:rebabarlow@nctv.com
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Biblical Benchmarks Tool - God's Vision for TUMC 

 
We are a busy church!!!   We need to finish up the Vision Tools and so we are going to do this next exercise individually 

and then compile all our results.   Set aside a few minutes to read, think about, and pray about these two scriptures 

and to answer the following questions.  Please write your answers to numbers 2, 3, and 4 and drop them in the 

Biblical Benchmarks box that will be in the narthex at church or email them to tumc@tennilleumc.org.  You do 

not have to put your names on them.   

 

The Great Commandment 

Matthew 22: 36-40 

―Teacher, which commandment of the law is the greatest?  He said to him, ―‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with your entire mind.‘  This is the greatest and first 

commandment.  And the second is like it:  ‗You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‘‖ 

  

The Great Commission 

Matthew 28:  18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, ―All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you:  And remember, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age.‖  

 Questions for Reflection  

  

1.  From God's vantage point, what would my life look like if I fully embraced this text? 

Reflect on this one - you do not have to answer this one on paper. 

  

 

 

 

2.  From God's vantage point, what would our Church look like if we fully embraced this text? 

Please answer this one. 

 

 

  

  

  

3.  Are there places in our church's life where you can see evidence of this text being lived out?  Are there 

places in the community where you can see evidence of this text being lived out?  Where do you see God 

already at work in our church's life? 

 

 

  

  

 4.  In what areas is God crying out for us to respond with urgency, risk-taking faith, and long-term obedience? 

  

 

 

 We will use your answers here and the Core Values responses to form a vision for TUMC.  Then we will 

proceed hopefully with our planning and activities focused on God's Vision for TUMC. 
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Bread of Life Ministry 

 We are in our third year and still going strong! On the second Wednesday of each month members of TUMC 

plan, cook, prepare, and deliver approximately 65 meals to people within the county who are physically, 

emotionally, or financially needy. (The Sandersville Christian Church also delivers to these same people on the 

fourth Wednesday.) The meal consists of a meat, one or two vegetables, fruit, bread, dessert and milk. Many of 

the recipients are elderly people who live alone and look forward to our monthly visit. Several families consist 

of a single parent raising several young children. The deliverers are met with smiling faces from these children 

who are happy to receive a home cooked meal. Wouldn't you like to participate in this church project? If you 

are interested in helping cook a dish, prepare the plates or deliver the meals, please contact Mary Moye, 

Margaret Alexander or Randy Thomas. Financial support is accepted and appreciated. 

 

Calling all cooks!!!!  
 
Cookbook Content Growing 
Several of you have added to our collection this month which is great!  Selwyn says she doesn't know how much is 
enough - but she doesn't think we have enough and she knows there are quite of few of you who should contribute who 
haven't.  She does think it is time to form a committee though to start filtering through and considering the ones we have 
and to encourage those who haven't contributed.  If you would like to serve on that committee or head it up - please let 
her know and she will give you the recipes she has received and that group can get started on deciding how to put our 
book together. 

Celebrate 
 

         
 
What a great day in the Lord we had on United Methodist Women‘s Day, March 9, 2008 when: 

  

Lucy Nell Smith was honored as the United Methodist Woman of the Year. You can hear the presentation of the pin given 

by Patsy Blount honoring Lucy Nell at http://www.tennilleumc.org/recordings/lucynell.mp3 

 

Leona Rogers, our speaker of the day gave an awesome representation of the ‗woman with the issue of blood‘. To listen 

to this awesome representation go to http://www.tennilleumc.org/recordings/3.9.08leona.mp3 

 

 

Wow, it sure was nice to have so many for Easter. Here is a glimpse of who showed. 

 

                                                                           
 

Other Easter pictures at tennilleumc.org on the ―Easter 2008‖ link. 

 

 

http://www.tennilleumc.org/recordings/lucynell.mp3
http://www.tennilleumc.org/recordings/3.9.08leona.mp3
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If you have anything you would like to add to the newsletter, whether about what is going on in TUMC, 

Tennille GA, WACO, or even your personal lives (have a new baby, have pictures you would like to share) 

please let us know so we can not only keep the TUMC informed but also our extended families. If you are out 

of town, please know that we want to hear from you also. We miss you and want to know all that God is 

doing in your lives also. The reason for this newsletter is as a communication tool that extends to many. You 

can send your request to the above email or snail mail addresses. 

Remember we are anticipating great things from our Lord and participating by attempting great things. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The TUMC Wish List!!!  

 

God is able to do more than we ask or imagine. Eph. 3:20 

 

Since last month's newsletter, the trustees have received many positive responses, encouragement and 

suggestions as to how much the ramp and level walking and parking areas are needed near the church.  With so 

many comments and suggestions, the trustees decided to go ahead and pursue working on new plans for the 

front access ramp and paving at least part of the parking lot next to the church and have approached the 

foundation to see if funding can be found.   We have also received some donations toward the ramp. One 

member commented, 'one visitor or one of our members falling and breaking a hip trying to get to their car 

would surely justify the expense."  At present a ramp leading from the south end of the porch to the parking lot 

past the magnolia tree is being considered and a 90 x 100 area nearest the sidewalk is being pursued for quotes. 

 

                
 

With imagination you can see how the ramp might be. 

 
Sound and Projection system for the W. B. Smith Building social hall 

 
Our Wish List articles for the newsletter are being presented in no particular order of need - just as we get solid pricing 

information and full-descriptions of what we need - so this month we are highlighting the 'wish' for the ability to 

project movies, presentations, pictures, slide shows, etc with sound in the social hall.  As those who attended the March 

30, Passion movie saw, having the movie with sound presented on the large screen was so much better than our 

gathering around our small tv and watching.  It allowed for more people to view and surely for better seeing and hearing 

ability.  We appreciate Mr. Nick loaning this equipment to us and getting the temporary setup done.  It surely would be 

nice to have that for the rest of our study.  We could share any type of movie, pictures, slide shows, presentations, 

financial reports, words to songs, any electronic information, and music with a large or small group.  We could even 

provide amplification for the hearing impaired using the speakers. 
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What it would take to accomplish this project would be  

1    Overhead projector rated at least at 3500 lumens to work well with our many windows              $2,800.00 

      Resolution: 1024 x 768,   Image Brightness: 3800 ANSI lumens, Image Contrast Ratio: 2500:1,  

      Weight: 7.9 lbs, Lamp Life Cycle: 2000 hour(s) / 3000 hour(s) (economic mode)  

2.    Amplifier/speaker system                                                                                                          315.00 

3.   DVD player                                                                                                                                   89.00 

4.   Rolling stand for equipment to store in closet when not in use                                                            150.00 

            Taxes - connectors                                                                                                             250.00 

Total                                                                                                                                      $3,604.00 

 If you feel drawn to this project and would like to donate toward it, Jean Bevill has set up a separate fund for 

this project and you can just earmark your donation to that project and if you would like to make your donation 

in memory of someone or honor of someone just mark your check in memory or honor of "                  " for 

multimedia.  She will put it in that fund. 
Next month we will highlight another of our Wish List items. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Rebaõs Reflections 

 
During the Lenten Study we took a look at the hospitality of our church and how we might improve. Below you will find some 

suggestions on how to improve our faith sharing: 

 Know Christ and what He has done for you personally – write down your testimony, study it, keep it updated 

 Relax – know that the burden to save is in God‘s hands not ours; we just need to share what we know and have experienced 

of God‘s grace – explaining where you are in Christ and how you got there 

 Let them show you where they are in Christ – share their experience 

 Get to know them on common ground; show interest in them; let them feel their importance to you and Jesus 

 Have self-control; don‘t be so anxious to defend  - Treat others like Jesus would treat them...with kindness not judgment 

 When you can‘t answer a question of the Bible – lead them to the answer…ask the pastor, or someone with more Biblical 

knowledge than yourself, invite them to SS/Church 

 

We had a visitor (Paul Harlan) on the day of Faith Sharing and he shared the following from his heart on how to reach the youth: 

 Youth are tired of playing church…they want something they can use in their life 

 They want involvement; to give their lives for something 

 They want to see the Body of Christ unified 

 Church is where we are…live it…experience it…share it 

 They want someone to be ‗real‘ with them; talk in their language 

 Don‘t be afraid to pray with them when they have a problem 

 

We also need to remember – The Holy Spirit is there guiding us all the way, He will bring to our remembrance what we have been 

taught. He will give us the grace to do what He has called us to do. We can do all things in Christ who strengthens us.  

 

May His joy in you strengthen you! Reba Barlow                                                                    

Pastor Peteôs Ponderings 

The Wish List 
Ramp for sanctuary       Memorial Hymnals for the pews 

Multimedia equipment for the W. B.Smith Building   Repairs and refreshing restrooms in the main building 

Video equipment for the side rooms of the sanctuary   Paving of parking lot next to church 

Artificial Christmas decorations     Shadow Case 
Memorial Stand       Recorded Service on -WACO 100 - $55.00 per week 

 

LOOK WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE! 

Donations have been made. 
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On Easter we celebrate in Christ Jesus all creation has been made new. Yet, we immediately leave the 

Resurrection and encounter anew the reality that although the kingdom of God is present, it is not yet fully here. 

Brokenness, sin, and suffering are still very much a part of our everyday lives. How do we endure suffering as 

Christ‘s disciples? 

 

The Easter Sermon series, ―The Refiner‘s Fire‖ will focus on the epistle texts for the Easter season which all 

come from the 1 Peter. The primary issue Peter addresses is the suffering of the early Christians. Although he 

offers few answers, Peter does give believers important instructions for allowing the sufferings of this present 

time to be used by God as a refining fire; He forms us into the image and likeness of His Son, Jesus. 

 

The epistle text for the first week of Easter begins with a doxology that sets up the reader for the entire message 

of the letter of 1 Peter addressed to several churches in the western part of Asia. These opening words (and in 

particular verses 3-5) form such a beautiful song of praise that many New Testament scholars believe it may 

have been a popular early church hymn. 

 

The primary reason in this brief hymn for blessing ―the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,‖ is for the gift 

of regeneration. By His great grace the Father has given us a ―new birth‖ through our participation in the death 

and resurrection of Jesus through baptism. This redefines their relationship with the world and transforms their 

character into the image of Christ. 

 

In the Gospel reading for Sunday, March 30, the risen Christ answers the confession of the once doubting but 

now believing Thomas with the words, ―Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe‖ (John 20:29). Both the 1 Peter and John readings acknowledge the 

challenge that faces those who have come to faith in Christ not through personal contact with Jesus but as a 

response to the message about Jesus. How can we continue to believe when we don‘t see God‘s kingdom 

present in its fullness? 

 

How can people who have never seen or touched Jesus, but who believe in Him, keep faith that the kingdom of 

God is present, when all evidence seems to point to the contrary? Like the Christians to whom Peter is writing, 

we just celebrated the resurrection of our Lord (in our case just last week) and yet even though Christ has 

defeated sin and death, we still face the same problems we had before. Is anything really new? 

 

Like gold refined by fire, God is using our challenges and sufferings to form us into the image of Jesus. This 

does not mean, by the way, that God causes our suffering so He can refine us. It does mean, however, just as 

God raised Jesus from the dead, the Father is able to redeem our times of suffering and work in the midst of 

them to bring about His purposes in us. 
 

March 30: 2nd Sunday of Easter  Help My Unbelief 

April 6: 3rd Sunday of Easter   Living As Aliens and Strangers 

April 13: 4th Sunday of Easter  Living Stones of a New Temple 

April 20: 5th Sunday of Easter  Overcoming Evil with Good 

April 27: 6th Sunday of Easter  Living in Christ's Absent Presence 

May 4: 7th Sunday of Easter   Family Day Speaker: Jase Ingram 

Pastor Pete 
 

Tennille United Methodist Church Financial Report February 29, 2008 

Conference and District Apportionments 2008 Budget Paid to Date Other                     Paid to Date 
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World  Service Fund 1,373.00 228.83           

Conference Benevolences 984.00 164.00  

Congregational Development 1,057.00 176.17  

Clergy Support 1,851.00 308.50  

Pre-1982 Pension / Benefits 1,395.00 232.50  

Comprehensive Protection Plan 653.00 108.83  

Health Flex (retired clergy) 1,096.00 182.67  

Health Flex (disabled clergy) 123.00 20.50  

Administrative Expenses 1,000.00 166.67  

State Cooperative Fund 79.00 13.17  

Christian Higher Education 770.00 128.33  

SEJ Mission and Ministry 111.00 18.50  

Africa University Fund 39.00 6.50  

Black College Fund 178.00 29.67  

General Administration Fund 121.00 20.17  

General Church Episcopal Fund 359.00 59.83  

Inter-denominational Co-op Fund 35.00 5.83  

Ministerial Education Fund 446.00 74.33  

Dublin District Parsonage Fund  447.00 74.50  

Dublin Dist. Operational & Program Fund    1,499.00           249.83  

Buildings and Grounds    

Church and Parsonage Maintenance 2,400.00 163.26  

Insurance 3,368.00   

Utilities 8,000.00 1325.89  

Yard 3,000.00   

Termite Control 600.00 102.00  

Parsonage  Improvements 2,500.00   

Operational Expenses   Month of February 

Janitorial Service 2,500.00 298.01 Contributions                          9082.32    

Janitorial Supplies 50.00  Disbursements                        9221.56                

Office Supplies 800.00 261.64  

Social Hall Supplies 150.00   

Annual Conference Expense 400.00   

Musical Instrument Maintenance 500.00  Check Book 

Miscellaneous 1,000.00 186.43 Balance as of 12/31/07     19,475.27                     

Contingency Reserve 3,000.00 500.00 Deposits: 

Program and Ministry   Pledges                               18,201.32     

Prayer Ministry 250.00  Basket                                      254.00 

Family Ministry 150.00 22.20 Disbursements                    16,546.41        

Worship 300.00  Balance as of  2/29/08       21,384.18  

Music 500.00 476.00  

Missions 800.00 300.00 Golden Savings Balance  10,954.66 

 Evangelism 500.00   

Media Ministry (Internet/Newsletter/Radio) 3,480.00 642.64  

Ministerial Support    

Salary 44,712.00 7452.00  

Ministerial Pension Plan 5,832.00 1027.80  

HealthFlex (Blue Cross/Blue Shield) 7,800.00 1300.00  

Pastor‘s Exp. Acct.(incl. CEU & Annual Conf.) 2,900.00 219.21  

Total 109,108.00 16,546.41  

 

 

 

Our Prayer Concerns and Praise Reports  
Name Name 
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Carl Moye Elizabeth Burgess Lemon 

Margaret Northington  Tom Mingledorff 

Rubye Brantley Allen and Lucyle Ballentine 

Billie Sweat Helen Chapman 

Velma May Dennard Miller 

Estelle Webb Louise Cook 

Elsie Marchman Buddy Ouzts 

Steve & Jennie Johnson Anne Bazemore 

Soldier & their families Dr. William Taylor 

Roger Deem Betty Smith 

Alma Deem Georgia Hughes 

Ernest Deem Monty Rose 

Sue Stewart Frankie Frost 

Frank Ergenziner Amelia McAfee 

J. W. Rhodes, Sr. Ethan Rachels 

Angela Mercer Ruth Ann Johnson 

Glenda Moss (Reba‘s step sister) Ralph Purser 

Linda Rhodes Marchman Mrs. Verne Borders 

Harry Gilbert Veronica Rodriquez 

Scott Freeman Eunious Etheridge 

Betty Jo Frost Suzanne Irons 

Roger Barfield Sharon Leonard 

Louise Stargis Doris Patrick 

Marvin and Margie Fessler Shirley Nicholson 

PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

Lamar Belew (Reba‘s son) – Praise God he is home from Iraq and will be out of the 

Army soon after 8 years of service. 

 

Prayer Alert:  Please pray for these people daily as you pray. Please help us keep our prayer list up to date.  

We realize some on our list have ‗chronic conditions‘ and need much prayer.  Many are going through a time of 

crisis and need ‗extra prayer‘ to help them through.  When God has answered prayers and brought you through 

a crisis, let us rejoice with you. We will remove all who have been on our list more than 6 months unless told 

otherwise—some have already told me of the need for continued prayer.  When you need prayer or know 

someone who does, please contact Reba Barlow, 478-552-7883 or rebabarlow@nctv.com   We love you and 

your family/friends, so it is our pleasure to take your needs to the throne room of grace with you. 
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